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This is the Present Continuous tense. Its main use is for actions going on at the moment of speaking: 

You are reading at the moment. 
 You are having an English lesson now. 
 Your teacher is talking.  
 Are you paying attention? 
 

A.  Make up sentences about ten things that are going on now:  
Examples:  The sun is shining. The birds are singing, etc.  
Another use of this tense is for an action that is going to happen in the future.  

We are leaving for Africa tomorrow.  
He is coming to stay with us next month.  
We are having a party next week.  

 
B. Replace the verbs in italics with the Present Continuous tense 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. I shall meet him tomorrow. I am meeting him tomorrow.  

2. We shall have some friends in for tea.  We are having some friends in for tea. 

3. We shall play against the High School next 
week  

We are playing against High School next 
week.  

4. They will arrive on the five o’ clock train. They are arriving on the five o’clock train. 

5. We shall spend the holidays in Darjeeling. We are spending the holidays in Darjeeling.  

6. Where will you go? Where are you going? 

7. I shall go home. I am going home.  

8. We shall have a new teacher soon. We are having a new teacher soon. 

9. What will you do tomorrow? What are you doing tomorrow?  

10. What will you take with you? What are you taking with you? 

11. Where will you go tomorrow? Where are you going tomorrow? 

 

I am 
waiting 
working 
listening 

now. You/we/They 
The men 

are 

He 
She 

Mary 
is 

waiting 
working 
listening 

now. 



 

 

 
We can also use the Present Continuous tense with adverbs like always for a habit which is very often 
repeated:  
 He is always doing that.  
 She is continually asking questions.  

 
C. Replace the Simple Present tense with the Present Continuous:   

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. You always say that. You are always saying that.  

2. She continually asks for help. She is frequently asking for help. 

3. She always stays away from school.  She is always staying away from school.  

4. The teacher always praises us.  The teacher is always praising us. 

5. My brother continually loses his books.  My brother is frequently losing his books.  

6. He always tells us to work harder.  He is always telling us to work harder. 

7. He continually gets into trouble. He is continuously getting into trouble.  

8. They always ask for more money.  They are always asking for more money. 

 
 
There are a number of verbs that are not usually found in the continuous from even though they have the 
idea of something happening at the moment:  
 
 I smell something burning. 
 Do you see that man? Yes, I see him.  
 What do you hear? I hear a bell ringing.  
 I notice that you are wearing a new dress.  
 I feel a pain in my leg.  
 
You will notice that these verbs are concerned with the senses, i.e. sight, smell, hearing, feeling. Another 
group of verbs used in the same way are verbs of feeling:  
 
 I wish you were here.  
 Do you forgive me? Yes, I forgive you.  
 I love ice cream.  
 She refuses to do what she is told.  
 She hates parties.  
 I like playing tennis.  
 
Verbs of thinking are also not often used in the Present Continuous tense:  
 
 I think you are right.  
 Do you understand? Yes, I understand.  
 I know the answer.  
 I remember what you said.  
 I forget the way to do it.  



 

 

 
We cannot mention all the verbs used in this way but here are some more common examples: 
  
 I have a cold.  
 It belongs to me.  
 He owes me some money.  
 I keep asking him for it.  
 Does it matter? Yes, it matters.  
 He seems healthy.  
 I want some help.  
 

D. Read through all the examples of verbs normally used in the Simple Present tense. Use them in 
sentences of your own.  

 
E. Reply to these questions in complete sentences using the Simple Present tense:  

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. Do you remember your first day at school? 
Yes, I do. I remember my first day at school 
very clearly. 

2. Do you like ice cream? Yes, I do. I love ice cream. 

3. Have you a cold? Thankfully No. I do not have a cold. 

4. Do you wish you were on holiday? Oh yes, I do.  I wish I were. 

5. What do you see in front of you? I see you in front of me. 

6. What do you hear at the moment? I hear your questions at the moment. 

7. Put your hands on your chest. Do you feel 
your heart beating? 

Of course, I do. I feel my heart beating. 

8. What do you want? I want nothing. 

9. Whom do you love? 
I love my parents, all my family members and 
my friends. 

10. What do you like doing most? I like playing football. 

11. Do you care about getting good marks? 
Of course. I do care about getting good 
marks. 

12. What do you like most dislike? I dislike getting scolded for no fault. 

13. Do you hate anybody? Yes, I do but I won’t tell the name. 

14. Do you think that homework should be 
abolished? 

That’s a tricky one. Frankly speaking, I think 
homework should not be abolished but it 
should be given only on the weekends. 

15. Do you understand how to use the Simple 
Present tense? 

I understand very clearly how to use the 
simple present tense. 

16. Do you know all the answers? Not all, but I know most of the answers. 

17. Do you believe in ghosts? Yes, I believe in ghosts. 

18. Do you remember what you had for dinner 
yesterday? 

Yes, I remember. I had veg biryani for dinner 
yesterday. 



 

 

19. Do you own a bicycle? Yes, I do. I own a bicycle. 

20. Do you possess a dictionary? Yes, I do. I possess a dictionary. 

21. What does your desk contain? My desk contains my books and notebooks. 

22. Do you feel a pain in your head? 
Thankfully no.  I do not feel any pain in my 
head. 

23. What colour eyes do you have? My eyes are black. 

 
 

Punctuation 
 
Conversation Practice 
 Read the passage again from ‘ “ Have you tied it on?” ’ to ‘. . . on the edge of the carrier.’ 
Notice where the speech marks are placed, and the commas beneath them but to the left. Then your 
teacher will dictate the passage to you.  
 
Answer Key 
 


