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The Simple Present Tense 
 

I/You/We 
They 
The Boys 

write 
play 
go there  

every day.  
once a month. 
twice a week.   

 He  
She  
Tapan  

writes 
plays   
goes there  

every day. 
once a month. 
twice a week.   

 
 This is the Simple Present tense. We use it mainly for things that we do as habits:  
  
 We come to school every day.  

He cleans his teeth every morning. 
She speaks English well. 
They often go there.  
We never swim in the river.  
 

It is also used for things that are always true: 
  Two and two make four.  

The earth moves round the sun.  
Too many cooks spoil the broth.  
 
There are other uses but these are the most important.  

 
A. :  Reply to these questions using the Simple Present tense and adverbs and adverbial phrases like 

these:  
never, always, every day, every week, once a day, twice a day, three times a week.  

 Examples:  When do you come to school? I come to school every day.  
   When do you play hockey? I never play hockey.  
 When do you . . . . ? 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. . . . . clean your teeth? I clean my teeth once a day.  

2. . . . . go to sleep? I go to sleep at 10 o’clock. 

3. . . . . get out of bed? I get out of bed at 6:00 AM.  

4. . . . . eat a meal? I eat a meal thrice everyday. 

5. . . . . have English lessons? I have English lessons five days a week.  

6. . . . . do your homework? I do my homework every evening . 



 

7. . . . . read a newspaper? I read a newspaper almost every day.  

8. . . . . drink tea? I drink tea twice a day. 

9. . . . . like to eat sweets? I like to eat sweets after my meal.  

10. . . . . read a book? I read a book every night before going to sleep. 

11. . . . . go to a library? I try to go to a library at least once a week.  

12. . . . . buy a new dress? I buy a new dress twice a year. 

13. . . . . buy a new shirt? I buy a new shirt twice a year.  

14. . . . . watch a play? I watch a play whenever my father permits. 

15. . . . . listen to the wireless?  I always listen to the wireless on Sundays. 

 
 
 
 
 
If you look at the Simple Present tense of to write again you will see that an s is added after he, she 

 and it: 
 He writes.  She writes.   It writes or The Pen writes. 
  

Remember this when doing the next exercise. 
 

B. : Reply to these questions:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. When does your father go to work? My father goes to work at 9 AM every day. 

2. When does your mother prepare a meal? My mother prepares  our meals twice a day. 

3. When does your teacher come to school? 
My teacher comes to school before 7.30 
AM. 

4. When does the Principal of your school 
speak to you? 

The principal of my school speaks to me 
whenever I go to her chamber. 

5. When does the school close? The school closes at 2 pm. 

6. When does a policeman stop the traffic? 
A policeman stops the traffic when the light 
turns red. 

7. When does your best friend see you? My best friend sees me almost every day. 

8. When does your science teacher give you 
a lesson? 

My science teacher gives me a lesson thrice 
a week. 

9. When does your teacher give you 
homework? 

My teacher gives me homework everyday. 

 
  



 
 
Three common verbs are a little different in the Simple Present tense:  

I do 
You do 

He, she, it does 
We do 

They do  

I have  
You have 

He, she, it has 
We have  

They have  

I am  
You are  

He, she, it is 
We are  

They are  
 

 
 
 

C. : Change these sentences into the singular: 
Example: They do not come here often. 
  He does not come here often.  
  The pupils have work to do.  
  The pupil has work to do.  
  

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. The players have coloured shirts. 
The player has coloured shirts / The player 
has a coloured shirt. 

2. My friends do not like swimming. 
My friend does not like swimming. 

3. My teachers have books to mark.  
My teacher has books to mark. 
My teacher has a book to mark. 

4. The snakes are green.  
The snake is green 

5. The dusters are for cleaning the blackboard. 
The duster is for cleaning the blackboard. 

6. The men do not work in the afternoon. 
The man does not work in the afternoon. 

7. The girls have smart uniforms.  
The girl has smart uniforms / The girl has a 
smart uniform. 

8. We have a new teacher.  
I have a new teacher. 

9. We do English every day.  
I do English every day. 

10. The workmen have a lorry.  
The workman has a lorry. 
The workman has lorries. 

 
One more use of the Simple Present tense should be noted:  
 Please give him this message when you see him.  
 I will give him the message if he is there.  
 Don’t begin until I tell you.  
 
As these sentences show, the Simple Present tense is sometimes used for a future action.  
The three verbs see, is, tell, all refer to something in the future.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

D. Complete these sentences by adding the Simple Present tense of the verb given:  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. You can tell her when she back. 
(come) 

You can tell her when she comes back. (come) 

2. If you hard, you will do well. (work) If you work hard, you will do well. (work) 

3. I shall not leave until the concert 

end) 
I shall not leave until the concert ends. 

4. I will buy the paper as soon as you me 
how much you want. (tell) 

I will buy the paper as soon as you tell me how 
much you want.  

5. Unless he quickly, it will be too late. 
(act) 

Unless he acts quickly, it will be too late. (act) 

 
 

Spelling  
 Read Spelling Rule No. 6.  

A. Add all to the beginning of these words: 
Together, most, ways, though, ready, so, mighty.  

B. Add full to the ends of these words:  
Care, thought, hope, cheer, peace, doubt, fear, help 

C. Join these pairs of words to make single words:  
Skill, full; well, come; fare, well; full, fill; be, fall; ill, will; down, fall; un, well; en, roll.  
 
 

 


