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A. Add a or an where necessary only. 

 
1. A table is made of   X    wood. 

 
2.   X   bread is made from    X    flour. 

 
3.   X    bravery is     an    admirable quality. 

 
4. He likes     X    sugar with   X    tea,   X    salt with   X    soup and   X    milk with   X    coffee. 

 
5. She buys   X    meat at   a    butcher’s shop near our house. 

 
6.    X    bread is often eaten with   X    cheese but not with   X    fruit. 

 
7. He promised him   X    information and   X    advice but would not give him anything else. 

 
8. A shop that sells   X    clothing does not usually sell   X    food as well. 

 
B. Change the sentences in Exercise A into the plural, adding s where possible. 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

A table is made of wood. Tables are made of wood. 

Bread is made from flour. Bread is made from flour. 

Bravery is admirable quality. Bravery is an admirable quality. 

He likes sugar with tea, salt with soup and      
milk with coffee. 

They like sugar with tea, salt with soup, milk with 
coffee. 

She buys meat at a butcher’s shop near our 
house. 

They buy meat at butchers’ shops near our houses. 

Bread is often eaten with cheese but not with       
fruit. 

Bread is often eaten with cheese but not with fruit. 

He promised him information and advice but 
would not give him anything else. 

They promised them information and advice but 
would not give them anything else. 

A shop that sells clothing does not usually sell       
food as well. 

Shops that sell clothing do not usually sell food as 
well’ 

 
 



C. Use these words in sentences first as countable nouns, then as uncountable nouns:  
paper, wood, sleep, rubber, drink, iron, tin, adventure, stone, cloth.  

 
  

Word Sentence as Countable Noun Sentence as Uncountable Noun 

Paper 
Our teacher presented a paper on Tribal 
Education at an International Conference. 

Paper was invented in China.  

Wood There is a wood (small forest) near our village.  
The furniture at our home is made of teak 
wood. 

Sleep I had a short sleep in the afternoon.  My sleep was disturbed by the loud music.  

Rubber 
The child lost his rubber and demanded for a 
new one. (rubber= eraser) 

Rubber is a poor conductor of electricity.  

Drink Drinks were prepared for the guests.   
We should drink at least six glasses of water 
every day.  

Iron He hurt his hand when he touched a hot iron. Iron is the most useful metal. 

Tin These days a lot of food is available in tins. They used a tin sheet to cover the roof. 

Adventure They had a lovely adventure during the picnic  
What we consider adventure can be 
dangerous, 

Stone The naughty boy threw a stone at a dog. Many old temples in India are made of stone,  

Cloth People use a cloth to clean tables. Cloth is sold in a market in our town.  

 
 

Words Introducing Countable and Uncountable Nouns  
   
Some expressions of quantity may be used with either countable or uncountable nouns:  
 
Countable       Uncountable 
    
some pens      some ink  
no books       no rice 
a lot of friends      a lot of money  
enough classrooms      enough information  
plenty of apples      plenty of fruit 
   
Some expression of quantity have different forms according to whether they are used with countable or 
uncountable nouns:  

 
many people       much bread 
a number of children      a good deal of flour 
a few cigarettes         a little tobacco  
 
 
 
 
 



D. Construct sentences using these words and phrases, first with countable and then with 
uncountable nouns:  
 

Word/ Phrase Sentence as Countable Noun Sentence as Uncountable Noun 

Some We organized a small party for some friends. I would like to have some tea. 

No No child should remain absent for the test. There was no water left in the pond.  

A lot of A lot of students scored over 80 % in the 
exams. 

A lot of rice was left in the plate.  

Enough Our teacher gave us enough crayons to colour 
the picture.   

The remaining food won’t be enough for six 
people. 

Plenty of  There were plenty of books in the library we 
did not buy any more.  

They would require plenty of money to build 
this dam.  

 
Construct sentence using these words and phrases with either countable or uncountable nouns:  

 

Word / Phrase Sentence 

Many Many boys remained absent for the test. (countable noun) 

Much The issue was not given much importance.  (uncountable noun) 

A number of A number of students were selected for the award, (countable noun) 

A good deal of A good deal of time was wasted in useless discussions. (uncountable noun) 

A few We selected a few books for purchase. (countable noun) 

A little 
A little delay in taking the child to the hospital could have put his life in danger. 
(uncountable noun) 

 
 

A, An, The and Some  
 
 Read these examples aloud several times: 
 
  I like fruit.  
 
  Would you like an apple or a banana? 
 
  He had plenty of pens and plenty of ink.  
 
  Would you like some coffee? 
 
  Suddenly a ball came through the window. 
 
  The roots of a tree go deep into the ground.  
 
 
 



E. Add a, an, some or the where necessary :  
 
1. Can you lend me a cup? I should like a drink.  

 
2. Would you like some lemonade or a nice cup of tea? 

 

3. The cover of my book is torn. If I had  glue I could mend it.  
 

4. I like  milk but the milk I drank  day before yesterday was sour.  
 

5. I think there is a puncture in the rear wheel of my bicycle. Do you know where there is a 
repair shop? 

 
6. ‘Let’s go for a swim in the sea!’ ‘That’s a good idea.’  

 
7. This book has a good introduction but the rest of the book is not very interesting.  

 
8. They are climbing up the face of a cliff when they saw an eagle. The eagle looked very fierce. 

 
9. One of the shirts in the shop-window was made of silk, with an arrow embroidered on the 

front.  
 

10. I have  paper and a pen but I would like some ink, please.  
 
 


