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MEANINGS OF DIFFICULT WORDS USED IN THE CHAPTER 

 

WORD MEANING 

1. Gazed  Looked steadily and intently/stared 

2. Coast  Regarded as sea shore, sea side. 

3. Kindled  It’s the past tense of kindle which means to set fire to something. 

4. Rice-stacks  A large quantity of grain left standing in the field for storage. 

5. Stalks Here; it means stem of a small plant. 

6. Tinder  
Here, it means dry, flammable material, such as wood used for lighting 
fire. 

7. Limb  Arm, leg of an individual. 

8. Carted 
It’s the past tense of cart, here; it means to move a heavy object 
somewhere with difficulty.   

9. Blaze  A very large or fiercely burning fire. 

10. Columns Something that has a tall narrow shape. 

11. Mingled Here; it means to mix or to be united. 

12. Whirl To move repeatedly round and round. 

13. Astonished Greatly surprised/amazed. 

14. Terrified  It’s the past tense of terrify which means to feel extreme fear. 

15. Peril Here; it means danger/ hazard. 

16. Stared  Looked fixedly at something or someone. 

17. Booming   Ringing, saying in a loud voice. 



18. Flock-up To gather together. 

19. Swarm of ants  People moving in mass or larger quantity. 

20. Score A group of twenty people. 

21. Commanded It’s the past tense of command which means to give order to someone. 

22. Danger The possibility of suffering harm or injury. 

23. Folk  Here; it means individuals or people. 

24. Sorrowful  Feeling or showing grief/ a state of unhappiness. 

25. Wonder  A feeling of curiosity. 

26. Terrible  Extremely bad or serious, dreadful/awful. 

27. Feeble  A person who is weak or lack physical strength. 

28. Steep  Something that rising or falling quickly 

29. Afraid  A condition in which a person is feeling fear 

30. Stern  Serious 

31. Sobbed Wept or cried. 

32. Twilight The phase when it is not completely dark/ semi-darkness. 

33. Cliff  A steep rock  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANTONYMS (OPPOSITES) OF WORDS USED IN THE CHAPTER 
 

WORD ANTONYM 

1. Hurried Unrushed/unhurried. 

2. Waiting Commencing/starting. 

3. Quickly  Slowly/unhurriedly. 

4. Caught Released/dropped. 

5. Blaze  Dark/dull/gloom. 

6. Mingled Separated/disassociated. 

7. Astonished Uninterested/unimpressed. 

8. Terrified Fearless/gallant. 

9. Stared Ignored/looked away. 

10. Edge  Middle/bottom. 

11. Threw  Caught/kept. 

12. Terribly  Negligibly/pleasantly. 

13. Booming Whispering. 

14. Peasant King/nobleman. 

15. Arrived Departed. 

16. Stopped  Started. 

17. Commanded  Requested/asked. 

18. Coming  Going. 

19. Counted  Discounted/excluded. 

20. Active  Inactive/lazy. 

21. Feeble Strong/brave. 

22. Sorrowful  Cheerful/wonderful. 

23. Sobbed  Laughed. 

24. Afraid  Fearless/brave. 

25. Understand  Misunderstand. 

 
 
 
 



 
SENTENCES USING WORDS OR PHRASES USED IN THE CHAPTER 
 
 

WORD/PHRASE SENTENCE 

1. kindled The spark kindled the dry leaves in a few minutes. 
 

2. rice-stacks The old man applied the torch to the rice-stacks in order to alert the villagers.  
 

3. carted away Workers carted away several tons of trash. 
 

4. His aged limbs The cuts on his aged limbs were definitely fresh. 
 

5. Sea-breeze You can hear the nice sea breeze at night. 
 

6. Tinder  The plants are as dry as tinder after this long drought. 
 

7. Astonished I was astonished when I heard the hospital had burnt down. 
 

8. Terrified  She was terrified at the thought of jumping off the bridge. 
 

9. Peril  I never felt that my life was in peril. 
 

10. stared Everybody stared at her because she had asked a silly question. 

11. A swarm of ants   
 

A swarm of ants are moving busily. 

12. Peasant  Most villagers are peasant farmers. 

13. arrived  When the doctor arrived, he had more bad news. 

14. Stopped  The rain has stopped, let’s go out to play. 

15. commanded The students did as the teacher commanded. 

16. danger In war, life is full of danger for everyone. 

17. counted The teacher helped Ria when she counted the number of shapes on the paper. 

18. feeble Hamaguchi was a feeble old man 

19. sorrowful Meera’s face was anxious and sorrowful 

20. Afraid   She did not seem at all afraid. 

21. Understand I don’t understand his enmity towards his parents. 

22. Shouted  She shouted at him as he could not swim. 

23. twilight I could not see their faces clearly in the twilight. 

24. looked The boy looked around him with wondering eyes. 

 
 
 



 
Questions with short answers covering the entire chapter: 
 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

 
1. What did Hamaguchi do with the 

torch? 
 

 
Hamaguchi began to apply the torch to the rice-stacks one by one. 
 

2. How did the rice-stacks catch fire? The rice stacks caught fire like a tinder and burst into flame. 

 
3. Why was Tada in fear? What did he 

ask his grandfather? 
 

 
Tada was in fear seeing his grandfather setting fire to the rice-
stacks. He was wondering, what is he doing? He asked his 
grandfather the purpose of his act. 
 

 
4. What did Hamaguchi answer? What 

was he thinking? 
 
 

 
Hamaguchi did not answer the question of Tada as he had no time 
to explain. He was just thinking of the four hundred people who 
were in danger. 
 

 
5. Why did Tada burst into tears? 

 
 
 

 
Tada saw his grandfather lighting the rice stacks one by one. He 
stared wildly at the blazing rice and could not understand the 
reason behind it. Thus, he burst into tears. 
 

 
6. For how long did he keep kindling 

the rice-stacks?  

 
He went on kindling the rice-stacks till he reached the edge of his 
fields. 

 
7. What did the priest do seeing the 

blaze? 
 

 
The priest, seeing the blaze, rang the big bell of the temple in 
order to alert the villagers. 
 

8. What did Hamaguchi say to the 
peasants who arrived to blow out 
the fire? 
 

Hamaguchi asked them not to blow out the fire as he wanted to 
alert the people and want them to flock up the hill. 

 
9. The crowd looked in sorrowful 

wonder, why? 

 
The crowd looked in sorrowful wonder as they did not understand 
Hamaguchi’s purpose of setting fire to the rice-stacks. They could 
only see the flaming fields and Hamaguchi’s stern face.  

 
10. What did the people see when they 

looked eastward? 

 
When the people looked eastward, they could see at the edge of 
the dusky horizon a long, lean, dim line like the shadow of a coast 
where no coast ever was. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Extract Based questions with answers covering the entire chapter: 
 
Extract No 1 

 
“The child kindled a torch at once”. 
 

Questions Answers 

 
1. Who was the child? What 

did his grandfather ask him 
to do? 

 
Tada was the child. His grandfather asked him to light a torch. . 

 
2. What did Hamaguchi do 

with the help of the torch? 
 

 
Hamaguchi set fire to the rice-stacks one after another with the help of 
the torch. 

 
3. How did the rice-stacks 

catch fire?  
 

 
The rice-stacks caught fire like a tinder, the sea-breeze blew the blaze 
landward and the stacks burst into flame. 

 
4. How quickly did he do the 

work? 
 

 
He did the work as quickly as his aged limbs could carry him. He did not 
stop until he reached the edge of his fields. 

 
Extract Based questions with answers covering the entire chapter: 
 
Extract No 2 

 
“Ojisan! Why are you doing that?” 
 

Questions Answers 

 
1. Who is referred as ‘Ojisan’ 

in the above statement? 
 

 
Hamaguchi is referred as ’Ojisan’ in the above statement. 

 
2. Why did Hamaguchi set fire 

to the rice-stacks? 
 

 
Hamaguchi sensed the incoming danger. In order to warn them of the 
danger and bring them to safety, he set fire to the rice-stacks. 

 
3. Why did Tada think his 

grandfather had gone mad? 
 

 
Tada saw his grandfather setting fire to the rice-stacks, one by one. As, he 
could not make sense of his actions, he thought his grandfather had gone 
mad. 

4. Why did Tada cry? 
 
 
 

Tada was terrified by the action of Hamaguchi. He did not understand the 
reason behind it. He kept staring wildly at the blazing rice and then burst 
into tears. 

5. How did Tada respond to 
the activity of his 
grandfather? 

 

Tada could not make sense of his grandfather’s activity and thus, burst 
into tears. He ran back to his house thinking his grandfather had gone 
mad. 

 
 
 
Extract Based questions with answers covering the entire chapter: 
 



Extract No 3 

 
“Then he threw down his torch and waited”. 
 

Questions Answers 

 
1. When did Hamaguchi throw 

the torch? 
 

 
Hamaguchi kept on lighting stack after stack, till he reached the edge of his 
fields and then he threw the torch.  

2. What did the priest of the 
temple do seeing the blaze? 

 

The priest, seeing the blaze, rang the big bell of the temple in order to 
alert the villagers 

3. What happened when the 
villagers see the fire? 

 

When the villagers saw the fire they began to move together towards the 
hill. 

4. What did the young 
peasants want to do? 

 

The young peasants wanted to blow out the fire but Hamaguchi stopped 
him. 

5. Why did Hamaguchi stop 
the peasants from attacking 
the fire? 

 

Hamaguchi stopped the young peasants in order to gather the villagers. He 
could sense the incoming danger. So, he wanted everyone to be safe. 

 
Extract Based questions with answers covering the entire chapter: 
 
Extract No 4 

 
“I want the whole village here. There is great danger.” 
 
 

Questions Answers 

  

1. Who is the speaker of the 
above statement? What 
kind of danger is he talking 
about? 

 

Hamaguchi is the speaker of the above statement. The danger which he is 
talking about is the approach of the big tidal wave in the sea. 
 
 

 
2. The whole village was 

coming? Mention the 
sequence in which the 
people make their way up 
the hill? 

 

 
Firstly, the young men and boys make their way towards the hill. Secondly, 
the active women and girls joined them, then most of the older people, 
mothers with babies joined the crowd and finally, the old people who 
were physically weak make their way up the hill. 

3. Why did the villagers looked 
in sorrowful wonder? 

 

The villagers looked in sorrowful wonder as they did not understand 
Hamaguchi’s purpose of setting fire to the rice-stacks. They could only see 
the flaming fields and Hamaguchi’s stern face. 

4. Do you think, Hamaguchi 
did the right thing? What 
would you do, if you were 
in his place? 
 
 

According to my opinion, Hamaguchi was a kind and selfless person. Yes, 
he did the right thing. As a headman of the coast village, he had the 
responsibility to safeguard his people. So, he sacrificed for his people. If I 
would have been in his place, I would have definitely thought of the life of 
the people but I would have a better plan to tackle the situation.  
 

 
 
 



Extract Based questions with answers covering the entire chapter: 
 
Extract No 5 

 
“Grandfather is mad: I am afraid of him!” 
 
 

Questions Answers 

1. Who is the speaker of the 
above statement? Why was 
he afraid of his 
grandfather? 

 

Tada is the speaker of the above statement. He was afraid of his 
grandfather as he saw him setting fire to the rice-stacks one by one. 

2. What was Hamaguchi’s 
purpose of doing such an 
activity? 

 

 The purpose of Hamaguchi’s activity was that he wanted to warn the 
villagers in order to help them from the danger. 

3. Why did he point towards 
the sea? 

 
 

Hamaguchi wanted to show the villagers, the reason behind his act. So, he 
shouted at the top of his voice and pointed towards the sea. 

4. What did the villagers see 
when they looked 
eastward? 

 
 

When the villagers looked eastward, they saw at the edge of the dusky 
horizon a long, lean, dim line like the shadow of a coast. The line thickened 
and the long darkness was the returning sea, towering like a cliff. 

5. Was Hamaguchi really mad? 
Give reasons for your 
answer. 

 
 

No, Hamaguchi was not really mad. He wanted to save his people from the 
danger. He could not find a better way than to fire all his rice stacks. He 
had pure intentions of saving his people. Therefore, he sacrificed for them.  

 


