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A. Complete these sentences by adding a present participle.  
 

Question Answer 

They watched the children .  They watched the children playing. 

He heard some girls  .  He heard some girls giggling. 

Look at that man  .  Look at that man bicycling. 

Last night I heard my dog  . Last night I heard my dog barking. 

I can smell something  . I can smell something burning. 

The doctor could feel the man’s heart .  The doctor could feel the man’s heart beating. 

 
B. Complete these sentences by adding first a present participle and then a noun:  

 

Question Answer 

We saw some boys   .  We saw some boys throwing stones. 

We found the Headmaster   .  We found the Headmaster reading a book. 

I once saw a cat   . I once saw a cat chasing a mouse. 

Have you ever seen them   ? Have you ever seen them playing football? 

Somewhere they could hear a woodman   . Somewhere they could hear a woodman chopping 
wood./ cutting a tree. 

She listened to her mother   .  She listened to her chanting hymns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C. Repeat Exercise A and B adding adverbs or adverb phrases.  
 

Question Answer 

They watched the children .  They watched the children writing fast. 

He heard some girls  .  
He heard some girls shouting at the top of their 
voice. 

Look at that man  .  Look at that man walking swiftly on the rope. 

Last night I heard my dog  . 
Last night I heard my dog barking at some 
stranger./scratching against the wall. 

I can smell something  . I can smell something cooking in the kitchen. 

The doctor could feel the man’s heart .  
The doctor could feel the man’s heart beating 
irregularly/ slowly. 

We saw some boys   .  .We saw some boys running in the field. 

We found the Headmaster   .  
We found the Headmaster meeting parents in his 
chamber. 

I once saw a cat   . I once saw a cat playing under the table. 

Have you ever seen them   ? Have you ever seen them strolling on the beach? 

Somewhere they could hear a woodman   . 
Somewhere they could hear a woodman 
chopping a tree. 

She listened to her mother   .  She listened to her mother singing on the radio. 

 
D. Complete these sentences. Be sure that the noun qualified by the participle phrase is placed 

immediately after it.  
 

Question Answer 

Lying on the grass, ………….  Lying on the grass, the boy gazed up at the sky. 

Running along the path . . . . Running along the path, I found some people 
exercising in the park. 

Floating in the river . . . . . Floating in the river, the log got stuck to the bank./ 
the boat hit the bank. 

Whistling gaily . . . . . Whistling gaily, I was working in the kitchen. 

Hearing a sudden noise . . . . . Hearing a sudden noise, she jumped from her bed. 

Laughing heartily . . . . . Laughing heartily, she was rolling on the floor. 

Knowing the answer . . . . . Knowing the answer, she raised her hand./she 
started writing immediately. 

Wanting to attract his attention . . . . . Wanting to attract his attention, she waved to him. 

Holding on to a branch . . . . . Holding onto the branch, he cried out for help 

Using all his strength . . . . . Using all his strength he lifted the fallen bike. 

  



Replace the words in italics with Having: 
 

Question Answer 

When he had heard the news, he told the others. Having heard the news, he told the others. 

When they had seen all that there was to see, the 
crowd went away. 

Having seen all that there was to see, the crowd 
went away. 

When I had read the book, I returned it to the 
library. 

Having read the book, I returned it to the library. 

After they had waited for an hour, the party 
decided to set out without further delay. 

Having waited for an hour, the party decided to set 
out without further delay. 

When she had done all she could, she asked if she 
might leave the examination room. 

Having done all she could, she asked if she might 
leave the examination room. 

Since he had been there before, he was able to 
guide the rest of the party. 

Having been there before, he was able to guide the 
rest of the party. 

As they had travelled ten miles, they decided that 
it was too late to turn back. 

Having travelled ten miles, they decided that it was 
too late to turn back.  

When he had finished his meal, he went to sleep 
for half an hour. 

Having finished his meal, he went to sleep for an 
hour. 

 


