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A. : Decide which of the alternative tenses is more likely: 
 

Question Answer 

I think that he _____________ (is/was) here now. is  

We hoped that you _______________ (are/were) coming. were  

I believe that I ______________ (have/had) made a mistake. had  

We hope that you _______________ (have/had) told him. have 

We have told you all that we ______________ (know/knew). know  

They had waited so long that they _______________ (are/were) tired. were  

I thought that there _______________ (is/was) still time to hand in the homework. was  

He thought that he ______________ (he/had) forgotten his book. had  

They say that they ______________ (have/had) now finished. have  

We know that they _____________ (have/had) done it. have 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B. : Decide which of the alternatives is more likely: 
 

Question Answer 

I think that he _____________ (will/would) be there will 

We hoped that they ______________ (will/would) help us. would 

She has brought the picture so that we ______________ (may/might) see it. may 

He thought that he _______________ (can/could) lift it by himself. could 

I believe that we _______________ (can/could) win if we all do our best. can 

She was afraid that you _______________ (may/might) have the box for nothing. might 

He said that I ________________ (can/could) have the shirt for half the price. may 

He promised that she _______________ (shall/should) be the first to hear the 
news. 

could 

I think that I _______________ (shall/should) go now. should 

 

 

C. : Add suitable tenses of the verbs given in brackets: 

Question Answer 

1) I shall wait here until he_______________ (arrive) arrives  

2) We must not begin until he ______________ the signal. (give) gives  

3) I shall buy it as soon as I _______________ enough money. (have) have  

4) I shall believe it when he ______________ me himself. (tell) tells  

5) He will bring you the letters as soon as he _______________ it. (get) gets  

6) I shall be here when you ______________ back. (come) come  

7) Please tell him the news when you ______________ him. (see) see 

8) She is going to leave school when she _____________ sixteen. (be) is  

9) The car cannot move until the traffic light ____________ to green. (change) changes  

10) She will not go unless you ______________ with her. (go) go 

 
 
 
 



 
D. : Supply suitable tenses of the verbs given: 

 

Question Answer 

1) If you _______________ to know, I will tell you. (want) 
want  

2) If you wait, I ______________ you the answer. (give) 
will give  

3) If I knew, I ______________ you. (tell) 
would tell  

4) If I ______________ a lottery, I should not know what to do with the money. (win) 
would win  

5) If you _______________ your homework last night, you would not have to do it 
today. (do) 

had done  

6) If we _______________ that you were coming, we would have been at home. 
(knew) 

had known  

7) If I ______________ you, I would not do that. (be) 
were  

8) If I were the headmaster, I _______________ every day a holiday. (make) 
would make 

 

 

 


