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In this lesson you are going to have more practice in joining sentences together without using the 
conjunctions and, but, or and nor. The first exercise contains pairs of sentences to be joined by changing one 
of the sentences into a subordinate clause. Where necessary you are given some help. 

A   Example:        The captain of the school made a speech. He was my brother. (use who) 

The captain of the school, who was my brother, made a speech. 

Question Answer 

The dress with the white buttons had already been 
sold. I wanted to buy it. (use which) 

The dress with the white buttons, which I 
wanted to buy, had already been sold. 

My father helps me with my homework. He does this 
when he has the time. (use whenever) 

My father helps me with my homework 
whenever he has the time. 

We very soon discovered something. The work could 
not be done in the time given. (use that) 

We discovered that the work could not be 
done in the time given. 

Foe his birthday he was given a camera. It was small 
enough to fit into his pocket. (use which) 

For his birthday he was given a camera which 
was small enough to fit in his pocket. 

They were all waiting for the day. They would be free. 
(use when) 

They were all waiting for the day when they 
would be free. 

He wanted to know something. When would the 
parcel be sent? (use when) 

He wanted to know when the parcel would be 
sent. 

The players began to lose heart towards the end. They 
saw that there was no chance of winning. (use when) 

The players began to lose heart towards the 
end, when they saw that there was no chance 
of winning. 

Where was the treasure hidden? That was what he 
was trying to discover. (begin: He was trying. . .) 

He was trying to discover where the treasure 
was hidden. 

They decided to camp for the night. There was a 
supply of fresh water there. (use where) 

For the night, they decided to camp where 
there was a supply of fresh water. 

It was a well-known school. Many famous people had 
been educated there. (use at which) 

It was a well known school, at which many 
famous people had been educated. 

Please wait here. I will return. (use until) Please wait here until I return. 

They had eaten nothing since morning. They were very 
hungry. (use as) 

As they had eaten nothing since morning, 
they were very hungry. 

The captain stopped the ship. He wanted to examine 
the floating object. (use in order to) 

In order to examine the floating object, the 
captain stopped the ship. 

The music was very loud. We could not hear ourselves 
speak. (use so . . .that . . . .) 

The music was so loud that we could not hear 
ourselves speak. 

A messenger brought the news. The display had been 
cancelled. (use that) 

A messenger brought the news that the 
display had been cancelled. 

This is a good camera. That one is better. (make a 
simple comparison) 

This is a good camera but that one is better. 

 



In this next exercise you are asked to combine three sentences into one. This is not difficult provided 
that you think about it before you begin writing. try to decide the part to be played by each sentence. 
Ask yourself which sentence will become the main clause and how the other clauses will be connected. 
Do not be afraid to alter the order of the sentences id necessary. 

B   Examples:         There is a rumour. John has injured his foot. He will not play in the match tomorrow. 

        There is a rumour than John will not play in the match tomorrow because he has injured his 
foot. 

I helped him. Nevertheless he would not finish in time. That seemed certain.  

Although I helped him, it seemed certain that he would not finish in time. 

She is wearing the dress now. Her mother made it. She told me so. 

She told me that her mother made the dress she is wearing now.  

Question Answer 

There is a rumour. The Headmaster is ill. The 

rumour is not true. 
There is a rumour that the headmaster is ill, but 
it is untrue. 

You may borrow my torch. There is one condition. 

You must promise to return it tomorrow. 
You may borrow my torch on the condition that 
you promise to return it tomorrow. 

She will not be there. I certain of that. She told me 

so. 
I am certain she will not be there as she told me 
so. 

My watch always keeps good time. I never it 

cleaned. It was given to me by my mother. 

My watch was given to me by my mother and 
although I have never cleaned it, it always keeps 
good time. 

Something was crawling through the window. He 

struck a match. He wanted to see what it was. 
As he wanted to see what was crawling through 
the window, he struck a match. 

He will win the chess match. He is more intelligent 

than his opponent. But he must be patient. 
He will win the match as he is more intelligent 
than his opponent, but he must be patient. 

My sister spent w week in hospital. She had 

broken her arm. She lives in the next. 
My sister, who lives in the next village, spent a 
week in the hospital as she had broken her arm. 

Your grandfather is old. Mine is older. He is 

ninety-two. 
My grandfather, who is ninety-two, is older 
than yours. 

The captain heard the weather forecast. He 

changed course. He wanted to find shelter. 
On hearing the weather forecast, the captain 
changed course to find shelter. 

A new piston-ring was needed. The machine said 

this. He had examined the engine. 
After examining the engine, the mechanic said 
that he needed a new piston ring. 

Her handwriting was bad. No one could read it. 

Her teacher pointed this out. 
Her teacher pointed out that her handwriting 
was so bad that no one could read it. 

The car was old. It had been very well looked 

after. It was better than many new ones. 
The old car, which was very well looked after, 
was better than many new ones. 

 


