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More Practice with Clauses and Phrases  
 
   It was so heavy that he could not carry it.  
   It was too heavy to carry.  
 In these examples an adverb clause of result has been replaced by too with an infinitive. If we wanted to 
make it clear that it was he who could not carry it, we could use for. We can only do this with some sentences, not 
all.  
 
  It was too heavy for him to carry. 
 

A. : Rewrite these sentences using too with an infinitive. Use for with a noun or pronoun when you think it 
necessary and possible: 

 

Question Answer 

It was so dark that no one could see.  
It was too dark to see. It was too dark for anyone to 
see. 

The tree was so high that I could not climb it.  The tree was too high for me to climb. 

She was so tired that she could not keep her eyes 
open.  

She was too tired to keep her eyes open. 

It was so hot that no one could work.  
It was too hot to work. It was too hot for anyone to 
work. 

He was so short that he could not see over the 
wall.  

He was too short to see over the wall. 

He was so fat that he could not get through the 
door.  

He was too fat to get through the door. 

It was so cold that no one went swimming. 
It was too cold to go swimming. It was too cold for 
anyone to go swimming. 

He was so excited that he could not keep still.  He was too excited to keep still. 

The writing was so bad that his father could not 
read it.  

The writing was too bad for his father to read. 

She was so short-sighted that she did not notice 
the elephant.  

She was too short-sighted to notice the elephant. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sometimes an adverb clause of reason can be replaced by a phrase beginning with for followed by gerund:  

 He was praised because he was honest.  

 He was praised for being honest.  

 

 He was blamed because he broke the window.  

 He was blamed for breaking the window  

B. : Replace the adverb clauses of reason with phrases as in the examples above: 
 

Question Answer 

They thanked her because she had been helpful.  They thanked her for being helpful.  

He was given a prize because he tried hard.  He was given a prize for trying hard.  

He was given a medal because he had saved the little 
girl’s life.  

He was given a medal for saving the little girl’s life. 

She was reprimanded because she was untidy.  She was reprimanded for being untidy.  

They criticized him because he was slow.  They criticized him for being slow.  

The teacher gave him extra work because he had not 
done his homework.  

The teacher gave him extra work for not doing his 
homework. 

The Headmaster gave him a good report because he 
was industrious.  

The Headmaster gave him a good report for being 
industrious.  

He was rewarded because he had found the lost dog.  He was rewarded for finding the lost dog. 

 

 

However, etc.  

  

However, whenever, whoever, whichever and whatever are used to introduce clauses of various kinds. In the 
following examples, the meaning is: it does not matter how, when, etc.  

 However loudly you shout, no one will hear you.  

 Whenever I laugh, I get a pain in my side.  

 

The meaning is:  

 It does not matter how loudly you shout, no one will hear you.  

 It does not matter when I laugh, I always get a pain in my side.  

 

 



 

 

C. : Complete these sentences by adding however, whenever, whoever, wherever or whatever: 

Question Answer 

. . . . I say makes no difference.  
Whatever 

There were crowd of people . . . . we want. 
wherever 

. . . . tired he was, he always had a smile.  
However  

Go and buy a journal or diary, or . . . . you like to call it, take it with you . . 
. . you go, but . . . you do , don’t lose it.  

whatever; wherever; 
whatever 

Take . . . . you need.  
whatever  

Now, don’t lose this envelope . . . . you do.  
whatever  

I have a headache . . . . I stand on my head.  
whenever 

. . . . much you try, you will never persuade me.  
However  

He helps me . . . . he has the time.  
whenever  

. . . . did this ought to be ashamed of himself.  
Whoever 

I shall still do it . . . . you say.  
whatever  

. . . . I try to read the newspaper someone wants to see me . . . . it is, tell 
him I’m busy.  

Whenever; whoever  

Come and see me . . . . you have an hour to spare.  
whenever 

. . . . you may go, . . . . you may do, . . . . you meet, do not forget your old 
friends.  

Wherever; whatever; 
whoever  

Try to read a chapter . . . . you get a chance.  
whenever  

. . . . accepts the challenge will be a brave man.  
Whoever 

 
 

 


