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Adverb Position Revision  

Often, but not always, adverbs and adverb phrases follow this order: Manner, Place, Time.  
 
  Manner   Place   Time  
He worked hard   in class   this morning.  
 
 

But after verbs of movement and adverb of place may come first: 
 
  Place   Manner  Time  
He ran   home    quickly   after school.  
 
 

When there are several adverbs of time and place, they usually start with the most 
particular and finish with the most general: 

  
 He put it on the top shelf of the cupboard in the dining room.  
 I met him at three o’ clock in the afternoon one Monday in March.  

  
A. : Add the adverbs in the correct order:  

 

Question Answer 

She sang. (last night, well, at the concert) She sang well at the concert last night. 

He went. (eagerly, back at six o’ clock)  He went back eagerly at six o’clock. 

She tied the ribbon. (on a branch, to a twig, of the 
biggest tree, in the forest) 

She tied the ribbon to a twig on the branch of the 
biggest tree in the forest. 

The school reopened. (on Tuesday, at nine a.m., 
March 18th) 

The school reopened at 9 a..m. on Tuesday March 18th. 

The team played. (in the match, yesterday, badly) The team played badly in the match yesterday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Only  

 This adverb is usually placed before the word to which it refers. Notice the difference in meaning in these 
sentences:  

 Only I heard him. (No one else heard him) 

 I only heard him. (I did not see him) 

 I heard only him (I did not hear anyone else) 

 

B. : Add only to these sentences:  
Example:   We looked at it. (we did not touch it)  
   We only looked at it.  

Question Answer 

He goes there on Mondays. (not on any other day) He goes there only on Mondays.  

She spoke to me once. (and not more than once) She spoke to me only once. 

I know the secret. (and no one else) Only I know the secret.  

The captain knew what to do. (but no one else did) Only the captain knew what to do. 

We were allowed to write in pen. (and not in pencil) We were allowed to write only in pen.  

She borrowed one book. (and no more) She borrowed only one book. 

The ship arrived yesterday. (and not before) The ship only arrived yesterday.  

He looks at the newspaper. (He does not read it carefully) He only looks at the newspaper. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Some adverbs are placed before the main verb: 

I often go there. 
We never see him nowadays.  

 
Such adverbs usually follow the verb to be, and auxiliary verbs:  
 
 You are always right.  
 He will never do it.  
 Have you ever been there? 
 

C. : Add the adverbs in the correct position: 
 

Question Answer 

He comes to see me. (often) He often comes to see me.  

I shall do it again. (never) I shall never do it again. 

They play cricket in the garden. (sometimes) They sometimes play cricket in the garden.  

He helps me with my homework. (usually) He usually helps me with my homework. 

I have finished. (just) I have just finished.  

He has told me about it. (often) He has often told me about it. 

I have seen such a big elephant. (never) I have never seen such a big elephant.  

He has tried to do his best. (always) He always has tried to do his best. 

She would read a book in the garden. (sometimes) She would sometimes read a book in the garden.  

Tell me when you have finished. (quite) Tell me when you have quite finished. 

We had sat down before the meal arrived. (scarcely) We had scarcely sat down before the meal arrived.  

He has been late for school. (never) He has never been late for school. 

Have you seen such a sight? (ever) Have you ever seen such a sight?  

She has told me the news. (just) She just told me the news. 

He plays badminton. (seldom) He seldom plays badminton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Have to, Used to, Ought to 
 
The adverbs used in Exercise C are usually placed before have to, and used to, but after ought and should: 
 
  I usually have to do it again  
  He always used to go there. 
  You ought never to do it.  
  You should always check your work.  

 
D. : Add the adverbs in the correct position:  

Question Answer 

He has to do the work himself. (usually) He usually has to do the work himself.  

We used to visit the library on Mondays. (often) We often used to visit the library on Mondays. 

You should be polite. (always) You should always be polite.  

She has to help her mother. (sometimes) She sometimes has to help her mother. 

You used to be late. (never) You never used to be late.  

She used to sit in that chair. (always) She always used to sit in that chair. 

I have to do his work for him. (often) I often have to do his work for him. 

You ought to tell him. (never) You never ought to tell him. 

 

 

 

 


