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Present participle phases 

Rewrite each sentence replacing the clause in italics with a present participle phrase: 

Example: As he was walking by the river, He saw a crocodile. 

                 Waking by the river, He saw a crocodile.  

1. As he was cycling down the street, he saw a 
steam-roller. 

Cycling down the street, he saw a steam-roller. 

2. When she saw smoke coming from a windows, she 
ran towards the house. 

Seeing smoke coming from a window, she ran towards 
the house. 

3. When he felt someone touch his shoulder, he 
turned round. 

Feeling someone touch his shoulder, he turned around. 

4. Since she knew that he had no money, she offered 
to lend him some. 

Knowing he had no money, she offered to lend him 
some. 

5. When he saw the open door, the policeman 
became suspicious. 

Seeing the open door, the policeman became 
suspicious. 

6. When she looked up at the sky, she saw that 
clouds were gathering. 

Looking up at the sky, she saw that clouds were 
gathering. 

7. When he found the safe empty, the clerk raised 
the alarm. 

Finding the safe empty, the clerk raised the alarm. 

8. Because she felt ill, she lay down for a while. Feeling ill, she lay down for a while. 

9. When he heard the noise, he opened the door. Hearing the noise, he opened the door. 

10. Since he feared that an accident might occur, the 
drive slowed down. 

Fearing that an accident might occur, the driver slowed 
down. 

11. After she had received the prize, she went back to 
her seat. 

After receiving the prize, she went back to her seat. 

12. As they thought that he would soon arrive, they 
waited for a while. 

Thinking he would soon arrive, they waited for a while. 

13. As she was jumping out of the car, she sprained 
her ankle. 

Jumping out of the car, she sprained her ankle. 

14. After they had finished one game, they at one 
began another. 

After finishing one game, they at once began another. 

  



Present participle phrases 
 

Join each pair of sentence together by forming a present participle phrase: 

 

Example:   (i) They found the pen. It was lying between the floorboards. 

                         They found the pen lying between the floorboards. 

                    (ii) He did not know what to do. He asked his father. 

                           Not knowing what to do, he asked his father. 

 

1. He knew the answer. He put up his hand. Knowing the answer he put up his hand. 

2. Everyone looked at the car. It was swaying 

from side to side. 

Everyone looked at the car swaying from side to 

side. 

3. The children jumped up and down. They all 

shouted at once. 

Jumping up and down the children all shouted at 

once. 

4. He was an old man. He could not move very 

quickly. 
Being an old man he could not move quickly. 

5. She saw that the shop was closed. She went 

away. 
Seeing the shop closed she went away. 

6. He found the door open. He went inside. Finding the door open he went inside. 

7. They had their picnic by a stream. It ran along 

by the side of the road. 

They had their picnic by a stream running along by 

the side of the road. 

8. She listened to the wind. It was whistling 

through the wires. 

She listened to the wind whistling through the 

wires. 

9. He was whistling quietly to himself. He strolled 

homewards. 

Whistling quietly to himself, he strolled 

homewards. 

10. He shut the door with a bang. He hurried 

away. 
Shutting the door with a bang he hurried away. 

11. He had heard the story before. He did not 

listen. 
Having heard the story before, he did not listen. 

12. The pilot flew low over the jungle. He was 

looking for a landing place. 

Looking for a place to land, the pilot flew low over 

the jungle. 

13. They stepped carefully from one stone to 

the next. They crossed the stream. 

Stepping carefully from one stone to the next, they 

crossed the stream. 

 

 


