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Often a sentence may be shortened by replacing a noun clause with a noun or noun phrase: 

EXAMPLE:  (i)  The prisoner proved that he was innocent.                      The prisoner proved his innocence. 

                     (ii)  I hope that I shall return soon.                             I hope to return soon. 

Rewrite this sentence replacing the words in italics with nouns or noun phrases. You are given help with some. 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

He admitted that he had done it. He admitted of having done it. 

He admitted doing it. 

She complained that she had been treated badly. She complained of being treated badly. 

She complained of bad treatment. 

She insisted that her photograph should be taken. She insisted on her photograph to be taken. 

She insisted on her photograph being taken. 

He hoped that her son would return. He hoped for her son to return. 

He hoped for her son’s return. 

The teacher told them that they must be early. The teacher told them to be early. 

We arrived and found that they were waiting. We arrived and found them waiting.  

He requested that we should give him another chance. He requested to be given another chance. 

He requested for another chance. 

I have always considered that he is a very good teacher. I have always considered him to be a very good 
teacher. 

That she was skilful was well known. Her skill was well known. 

I am sorry that I am late. I am sorry for being late. 

Tell us what your opinion is  Tell us your opinion. 

He is afraid that he may fall. He is afraid to fall. 

He is afraid that he may fail. He is afraid of his failure. 

We were all pleased to hear that you had returned 
safely. 

We were all pleased to hear of your safe return. 

 
 



Noun clauses 
Combine each of these pairs of sentence into one by forming a noun clause  
Example: She was wrong. He was quite certain.He was quite certain that she was wrong. 

QUESTION ANSWER 

He will come. I am certain. 
I am certain he will come. 

I received no reply. It quite true. 
It is quite true I received no reply. 

You will never see him again. I am quite sure. 
I am quite sure you will never see him again. 

I just got married. Did you know? Did you know I just got married? 

Have you heard the rumour? Tomorrow is going to 
be a holiday. 

Have you heard the rumour that tomorrow might 
be a holiday? 

He will win. I am confident of it. I am confident that he will win. 

She had never been there before. She told him this. 
She told him that she had never been there 
before. 

He confessed to him mother. He had broken the 
window. 

He confessed to his mother that he had broken 
the window. 

The result of the game proved something. They 
needed more practice. 

The result of the game proved that they needed 
more practice. 

It is quite certain. He will ask her. 
It is quite certain that he will refuse. 

When is she coming? i will ask her. I will ask her when she is coming. 

You were quite right. We all thought that. We all thought that you were quite right. 

You may be able to persuade him. It is doubtful. It is doubtful that you may be able to persuade 
him. 

The alarm clock did not go off. That was her excuse. 
Her excuse was that the alarm clock did not go off 

 


