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Unkindly conditions 

An unlikely condition can also be expressed by using (a) should (b) should with the subject and verb reversed and (c) 

were to: 

Examples: If he found out, he would be angry. 

a. If he should find out, he would be angry. 
b. Should he find out, he would be angry? 
c. If he were to find out, he would be angry. 

Rewrite these sentences in these three different ways: 

 

If it happened again, I 
should know what to do. 

a) If it should happen again, I would know what to do.  
b) Should it happen again, I would know what to do.  
c) If it were to happen again, I should know what to do 

If lightning struck tree, it 
would probably fall down. 

a) If lightning should strike that tree, it would probably fall down.  
b) Should lightning strike that tree, it would probably fall down.  
c) If lightning were to strike that tree, it would probably fall down.  
 

If it rained for days, the 
river would overflow its 
banks. 

a) If it should rain for two days, the river would overflow its banks.  
b) Should it rain for two days, the river would overflow its banks. 
c) If it were to rain for two days, the river would overflow its banks.  
 

If they made him captain, 
things would be different. 

a) If they should make him captain, things would be different.  
b) Should they make him captain, things would be different.  
c) If they were to make him captain, things would be different.  
 
 

If he asked me, I should do 
it. 

a) If he should ask me, I would do it.  
b) Should he ask me, I would do it.  
c) If he were to ask me, I would do it.  
 

If the boat overturned, it 
would not sink. 

a) If the boat should overturn, it would not sink.  
b) Should the boat overturn, it would not sink.  
c) If the boat were to overturn, it would not sink. 
 



‘It Did Not Happen ‘Conditions 
 

After each of the following sentence write another expressing what have happened but did NOT: 

 

EXAMPLE: I did not know. Therefore I did not tell you. 

                    If had known, I should have told you. 

                    He asked her. Therefore she told him. 

                    If he had not asked her, she would not have told his. 

 

 

1. You did not wait. Therefore you did not meet 

him. 

If you had waited you would have met him. 

2. I hurried. I was there on time. 
If I had not hurried, I would not have been there on 

time. 

3. You had good brakes. Therefore you were not 

killed. 

If you did not have good brakes, you would have been 

killed. 

4. She worked hard. She passed the examination. 
If she had not worked hard, she would not have 

passed the examinations. 

5. You told me. Therefore I know. If you had not told me, I would not have known. 

6. I did not win the price. Therefore I did not share 
it with you. 

If I had won the prize, I would have shared it with 

you. 

7. He did not wait. Therefore he did not see the 
procession. 

If he had waited, he would have seen the procession. 

8. The train was late. Therefore he caught it. 
If the train had not been late, he would not have 

caught it. 

9. You did not find it. Therefore you could not keep 
it. 

If you had found it, you could keep it. 

10. He stepped to one side. Therefore the ball did 
not hit him. 

If he had not stepped to one side, the ball would have 

hit him. 

11. It started raining. Therefore we could not go out. If it had not started raining, we could have gone out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


