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Direct commands 
Rewrite these sentences so as to show the actual words spoken. Pay careful attention to punctuation. Use 
please where suitable. 
Example:   He told to stop talking. 
                   ‘Stop talking!’ he said. 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. She told them to put down their pens. ‘Put down your pens,’ she said. 

2. He asked his sister to lend him her book. ‘Please lend me your book,’ he asked his sister. 

3. The office ordered the men to follow him. ‘Follow me!’ the officer ordered the men. 

4. She asked him to wait for her. ‘Please wait for me,’ she said. 

5. He asked them to call back later. ‘Please call me back later,’ he said. 

6. The customer asked the shopkeeper to give 
him a dozen orange. 

‘Give me a dozen oranges, please,’ the customer 
said to the shopkeeper. 

7. The teacher asked the class to finish the 
work at home. 

‘Finish the work at home,’ the teacher said to the 
class. 

8. He asked her to sew a button on his coat. ‘Please sew a button on my coat,’ he said. 

9. He told the men not to be afraid. ‘Don’t be afraid,’ he said to the men. 

10. She asked them to bring some more food, ‘Bring some more food,’ she said to them. 

11. They requested him to cook the food. ‘Please cook the food”  they requested. 

12. He asked the man to mend the puncture. ‘Mend the puncture,’ he said to the man. 

13. They told the boy to hurry up. ‘Hurry up, boy!’ they said. /‘Hurry up,’ they said to 
the boy. 

14. We asked her to do it again. ‘Please do it again,’ they said to her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Indirect commands 
Rewrite these commands in direct speech. 
Example:    ‘Stop doing that.’ 
                     He told him to stop doing that. 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

‘Bring me the book you are reading.’ She ordered him …to bring her the book he was reading. 

‘See me at the end of the lesson.’The teacher told him 

 
…to see her at the end of the lesson. 

‘Listen to me carefully and do not interrupt.’The leader 
told them 

…to listen to her carefully and not to 
interrupt. 

‘Please shut the door and come inside.’(Omit please and 
use asked.)She asked him …to shut the door and come inside. 

Tell me the truth about what you have been doing.’He 
ordered him 

…to tell him the truth about what he had 
been doing. 

 
The following commands are in the negative. Supply your own introductory verbs, such as told, ordered, 
commanded. For polite requests use asked or requested. 
Example:              ‘Don’t do that.’ 

                  He told her not to do that. 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. ‘Don’t forget the money.’ 

 

He told her not to forget the money. 

2. ‘Please don’t tell anyone.’ 

 

He requested her not to tell anyone. 

3. ‘Don’t be so silly.’ 

 

He told her not to be so silly. 

4. ‘Don’t wait more than fifteen minutes.’ 

 

He told her not to wait for more than fifteen 
minutes. 

5. ‘Please don’t trouble yourselves.’ 

 

He requested her not to trouble herself. 

6. ‘Don’t speak to me like that.’ 

 

He ordered her not to speak to him like that. 

7. ‘Please don’t lose it.’ 

 

He told her not to lose it. 

 
 


