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Indirect Commands 
         ‘Go away!" he said  
            He told him to go away.  
This example of an indirect command shows the three changes usually made: 

1. The verb giving the order becomes an infinitive: to go.  
2. The introductory verb said becomes told, ordered, asked, etc.  
3. We add the person to whom the order was given: him.  

 
A. Change into indirect speech using the introductory words given: 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

‘Stay there!’ he said. (He told her)   He told her to stay there. 

‘Stop it at once!’ he shouted. (He ordered them)   He ordered them to stop it at once. 

‘Give it to me!’ he said. (He told him)   He told him to give it. 

‘Put it there!’ she said. (She told the men)  She told the men to put it there. 

‘Play us a tune,' they said. (They asked her)   They asked her to play them a tune. 

‘Let me have it soon,’ he said. (He asked her)   He asked her to let him have it soon. 

‘Write to me soon, ‘he begged. (He begged her)   He begged her to write to him soon. 

‘Look after your brother,' said his mother. (His 
mother told him)  

 His mother told him to look after his brother. 

‘Do the works again,’ said the teacher. (The 
teacher told them) 

 The teacher told them to do the work again. 

‘Look before you leap.’ he advised her. (He 
advised her) 

 He advised her to look before she leapt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Negative commands are framed in the same way with not added:  
                 Don't go away!' he said  
                He told him not to go away.  
 
B. Change into indirect speech using such introductory words as: 
 
              Told, ordered, begged, etc. 
 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

‘Don’t do that!’ She begged him not to do that.  

‘Don’t waste time!’ He ordered him not to waste time. 

‘Don’t be so silly!’ He told him not to be so silly.  

‘Don’t be afraid of me!’ She told him not to be afraid of her. 

‘Don’t tell your teacher!’ He begged her not to tell her teacher.  

‘Don’t let me catch you doing it again! He warned him not to do it again. 

‘Don’t stay here any longer’ He begged her not to stay there any longer.  

‘Don’t read it now!’ He ordered him not to read it then. 

 
 
Will and Shall  
     In indirect statements, will and shall often become Would:  
               ‘I shall do it.’ He said that he would do it. 

‘You will hear from me.' He said that they would hear from him.  
‘They will come again.' He said that they would come again. 
 
This is also true of indirect questions:  
        ‘Will you help me?" He asked her if she would help him.  
        ‘I shall be happy there? She wondered if she would be happy there. 

               The same change takes place when a polite request is made in the form of a question: 
     ‘Will you please remove your hat?' He asked her if she would remove her hat.  

             Or we could say:  
   He politely requested her to remove her hat. 
 
Can, May and Must  
The changes made depend on the meaning of the sentence but the most usual changes are could, 
might, and had to.  
 
‘I can jump six feet.’  
‘He said that he could jump six feet. 
 ‘Can I come?  
‘He asked if he could go. 
‘I may be a little late.  



‘He said that he might be a little late.  
‘May I help you? 
‘He asked if he might help her.  
‘I must go home now.  
‘He said that he had to go home then.  
 
 
 
 
C. Change into indirect speech using any suitable introductory words:  

 
QUESTION ANSWER 

‘I shall never speak to you again.’ He stated that he would never speak to him/her/me 
again. 

“They will be arriving late.’  She informed us that they would be arriving late. 

‘You will soon be better.’  He assured me/him that I/he would soon be better. 

‘Will you lend me your pen, please?’  She asked if I would lend her my pen. 

'Shall I ever sec him again?’ She wondered if she would ever see him again. 

‘You can run faster than I.’ He declared that she could run faster than him. 

‘Can I go?’ He asked if he could go. 

‘They may not come here again.’ He stated that they might not come here again. 

‘You must return the book at once.’ He said that he had to return the book at once. 

‘I must ask my father.’ She said that she had to ask her father. 

 
 
 
 


