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Indirect Questions  
In the last lesson we practised making questions by using question words. These question words may also 
be used to form indirect questions.  
 

For people  WHO / THAT 

For things WHICH / THAT 

For quantity  HOW MUCH / MANY 

For places  WHERE 

For times  WHEN 

For reasons  WHY 

 
 

A. Add where, when, why, how, how much, how many, etc., to these sentences:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. I do not know ^ she has gone.  where 

2. I wonder ^ he did it.  why 

3. Please tell me ^ they will arrive.  when 

4. He asked us ^ bread we needed.  how much 

5. The book explained ^ shoes are made,  why 

6. No one knew ^ the prisoner had escaped.  when/how 

7. She wanted to know ^^ Cakes we wanted.  how many 

8. We cannot understand ^ it happened how 

 
 
 



B. Add who, whom, what, which or whose to these sentences. (Sometimes you will have to add a preposition 
as well, i.e. to whom, by which, etc.)  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

Tell me ^ gave you the message. 
 

who  

He wanted to know ^ she had seen.  
 

who(m)/what  

She could not decide  ^ she should do.  
 

what  

Please tell me ^ should write. 
 

who/to whom 

I do not know ^ the Headmaster wants  
 

what  

He tried to find out ^ hat he had taken by 
mistake. 

 

whose  

He did not know  ^ he ought to ask.  
 

who(m)  

Find out  ^^ train he will be arriving. 
 

by which 

 
When we were forming question in the last lesson we noticed the change in word order In statements the 
subject comes before the verb:  

 He is there.  
In questions the subject comes after the verb  

Where is he?  
In indirect questions, however, the subject once more comes before the verb as in statement 

 She wanted to know where he was. 
 
 

Here are some examples of direct and indirect questions. Notice the order of verb and subject: 
1. How are you?' she asked.  

  
2. What are you doing?" he wanted to know. 

 
3. I asked, what will you do?  

 
 

As you See, some changes of verb tenses and pronouns take place. These are the same as with indirect 
statements, which we shall deal with in the next lesson. When a question does not begin with a question 
word, we use whether or if: 
 

1. Have you finished?' he asked. 
  

2. 'Are you all right?" he inquired. 
  

3. Will you be there? he wanted to know.  
  

 
 



 
C Change these direct questions into indirect questions:  
 

Example:   What is your name?" she asked him. 
                   She asked him what his name was.  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. ‘What are you reading? He asked her what he was reading. 

2. ‘When will you see her again? His sister wanted to know when he would see her again. 

3. ‘Why does she always come late? 
They wondered why she always comes late/  
They wondered why she always came late. 

4. ‘Where is the tallest building? 
He inquired where the tallest building was/  
He inquired where the tallest building is. 

5. ‘What is the answer? The teacher asked her what the answer was. 

6. ‘Who told you that? He asked him who told him that. 

7. ‘'Are they going to do it again? He enquired if they were going to do it again. 

8. ‘How much did you pay for it? Her mother asked how much she paid for it. 

9. ‘Whose hat are you wearing? His father asked whose hat he was wearing. 

10. ‘How do you like your new school? His brother asked him how he liked his new school. 

 
 
 
Spelling 
 
  These words are often used in science lessons. Add the missing letter or letters, using a dictionary if in 
doubt:  
P ^ sics, fu ^ nel,a ^ aratus,b ^ logy,dem ^ nstration,eq ^ pment, equiv ^l ^ nt,exp ^nd, infla ^ able, evap^ rate, 
transp ^r ^nt 

 


