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 So far we have mentioned two kinds of sentences. The first had a subject and verb but no object:  
 

              Subject                                   Verb  
             The car                                 arrived  

 
 The second kind had a subject and verb and an object: a person, thing or place that received the 
action:  

              Subject                                 Verb                         Object  
                   I                                        saw                           the boy  

 
 There is a third kind of sentence, Look at these: 
 
 This is….  
 She became…. 
 The house seemed…. 
  

These sentences are incomplete (unfinished). They need something to complete (finish) them. This 
is called a complement.  

             Subject                                 Verb                         Complement  
              This                                         is                              a PENCIL  
               She                                   became                        CAPTAIN  
          The house                             seemed                         EMPTY  

 
Sometimes the complement is a noun: pencil. Sometimes it is an adjective: empty. We can say She 

became captain (noun) or She became sick (adjective).  
When the complement is a noun we can put adjectives before it and adjective phrases after it: 
 This is a new red pencil with a rubber at the top.  
 
A. Add adjectives and adjective phrases to these noun complements:  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. He became a TEACHER.  
He became an efficient teacher with a 
reputation for patience. 

2. She was a PUPIL.  She was a diligent pupil in the new school. 

3. His father is a DOCTOR.  His father is a popular doctor in the city. 

4. Hong Kong is an ISLAND  
Hong Kong is a small island to the south of 
China. 

5. This is my BROTHER.  This is my elder brother in his uniform. 

 
 



 
B. Sometimes a complement may be phrase. Complete these sentences using the phrases given 

below: 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. My sister is in good health.  My sister is in good health.  

2. The ship is  The ship is in the harbour. 

3. The teacher was  The teacher was in a temper.  

4. The matter is  The matter is of no importance. 

5. The machine is  The machine is out of order.  

6. Her father is  Her father is in a hurry. 

7. The children were  The children were out of breath.  

8. The sick man is not  The sick man is not out of danger. 

 
 
 



Out of order                       in good health                              in a temper 
In the harbour                   in a hurry                                      of no importance  
Out of breath.                   out of danger                     

 
Sometimes a sentence may need a complement of the sentence may be a noun, captain, or an adjective, 
free.  
 

C. Finish these sentences by adding nouns or adjectives as complements:  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. The judge found the prisoner  The judge found the prisoner innocent. 

2. They called the baby  They called the baby Sweety. 

3. We made Mary  
We made Mary some juice.  
(We made some juice for Mary)  

4. They named the ship  They named the ship Vikramaditya. 

5. They appointed Mr. Mukherjee  They appointed Mr. Mukherjee the director. 

6. The pain was driving him  The pain was driving him crazy. 

7. The hot sun was making the grass  The hot sun was making the grass dry. 

8. We painted the house  We painted the house blue. 

9. Your words have made me  Your words have made me think. 

10. They crowned him  They crowned him Mr. India. 

 
 

Spelling  
 Learning the spelling of these words: audience, guard, scenes, profession, professor, adviser, 
athlete, athletic, Principal (of a school), occasion, beautiful, forty, special, guest, society, anthem.  

 


