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Rewrite these sentences replacing the words in italics with one of the verbs given at the end of the exercise. Use 
your dictionary if necessary. 
 

He calculated that the family ate ten kilos of rice 
a week.  

He worked out that the family ate ten kilos of rice 
a week.  

The car shot forward and collided with the back 
of a bus. 

The car shot forward and ran into the back of a 
bus. 

There’s a young man who will succeed in life.  There’s a young man who will get on in life.  

My headache was very bad but it is disappearing 
gradually now. 

My headache was very bad but it is wearing off 
now. 

The general surrendered the town to the enemy 
as a part of the peace treaty.  

The general handed over the town to the enemy 
as a part of the peace treaty.  

The colours on their flag represent unity, 
brotherhood and their religion.  

The colours on their flag stand for unity, 
brotherhood and their religion.  

Naughty Johnny replied impudently when the 
teacher scolded him.  

Naughty Johnny answered back when the teacher 
scolded him.  

After the ball hit him, it was ten minutes before 
he recovered consciousness. 

After the ball hit him, it was ten minutes before he 
came round 

The sound of the music became fainter as the 
band marched away. 

The sound of the music died away as the band 
marched away. 

He extinguished the match and dropped it in the 
ash-tray. 

He put out the match and dropped it in the ash-
tray. 

You’ Ii never believe the things I’ve endured. You’ Ii never believe the things I’ve put up with. 

He removed all the dishes from the table. He cleared away all the dishes from the table. 

She carelessly omitted the most important thing. She carelessly left out the most important thing. 

The soldiers said that they would never 
surrender. 

The soldiers said that they would never give in. 

Pencil marks may be erased with a rubber. Pencil marks may be rubbed out with a rubber. 



Because of bad weather the match is postponed 
until next week, 

Because of bad weather the match is put off until 
next week 

Although he had been told to stop reading he 
still continued doing it. 

Although he had been told to stop reading he still 
went on doing it. 

Their quarrels are not serious. They are forgotten 
within a few minutes. 

Their quarrels are not serious. They blow over 
within a few minutes. 

As I had lost my ticket they would into admit me As I had lost my ticket they would let me in. 

The runner soon overtook his rival. The runner soon caught up with his rival. 

Our principle is a person whom everybody 
respects. 

Our principle is a person whom everybody looks 
up to. 

If the bill is not paid soon your electricity will be 
d be disconnected. 

If the bill is not paid soon your electricity will be 
cut off. 

They departed at five o’clock in the morning. 
They set off departed at five o’clock in the 
morning. 

She rose from her chair and walked towards him. 
She got up from her chair and walked towards 
him. 

Slowly the balloon descended. Slowly the balloon came down. 

From the bridge a rope was suspended. From the bridge a rope was hung down. 

 


