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More practice with prepositions 

 As we have seen, prepositions usually come before a noun to from a phrase:  

          Can you see the man in the boat?  

            The ship was going at full speed.  

Very often the meaning of a preposition is clear and we know which one to use  

        Put the book on the shelf.  

         That hat is in the box.  

        He poured the water into the glass.  

But some words and prepositions always go together and then have a certain meaning We can only learn these pairs 
by practice. For example certain adjectives are usually followed. by certain prepositions. We cannot tell which 
preposition to use unless we have already learnt  

              He is certain of winning.  

             She is grateful for the present.  

A Complete these sentences by adding prepositions after the adjectives or past participles; 

Never be afraid ^failure.  Never be afraid of   failure.  

You ought to be ashamed ^yourself.  You ought to be ashamed of yourself.  

There seems to be something wrong ^ him.  There seems to be something wrong with him.  

She is anxious ^ her father's health.  She is anxious for her father's health.  

They were delighted ^the news.  They were delighted at the news.  

Fruit is good ^you but too much of anything is bad ^ you.  
Fruit is good for you but too much of anything is 
bad for you.  

He is never angry ^ me or even impatient ^ me over my 
mistakes.  

He is never angry at me or even impatient with me 
over my mistakes.  

Are you quite certain ^ the answer?  Are you quite certain of  the answer?  

Have you been informed ^ the decision?  Have you been informed of the decision?  

She did not seem surprised ^ what had happened.  She did not seem surprised at what had happened.  

She was good ^ arithmetic but rather weak ^ English.  
She was good at arithmetic but rather weak at / in 
English.  



We were all glad ^ the chance to have a rest.  We were all glad for the chance to have a rest.  

Are you sure ^ your facts?  Are you sure of your facts?  

Please be very careful ^ this vase. Please be very careful with this vase. 

I am certain that he is innocent ^ the crime.  I am certain that he is innocent of the crime.  

He was alarmed ^ the news.  He was alarmed at the news.  

He was successful ^ winning a scholarship.  He was successful in winning a scholarship.  

I hope that you are not annoyed ^  me.  I hope that you are not annoyed with  me.  

I should be very glad ^  your help.  I should be very glad for  your help.  

I am very sorry ^ your bad luck. There is no need to be 
sorry ^ me.  

I am very sorry at  your bad luck. There is no need 
to be sorry for me.  

 

Often prepositions and verbs go together so that they seem to make one word; 

  He looked at the picture. 

   They were talking about you. 

Sometimes the word that goes with the verb is really s really an adverb, not a prepositition  

Take off your coat and sit down. 

But you need not bother about the difference.  Think about them as single words – verbs with their own meaning.  

B uses these verbs in sentence of your own: 

Phrasal verb Sentence 

Take out It is difficult for the minister to take out time from my busy schedule. 

Miss out Children will miss out on their classes because of the pandemic. 

Point out The teacher pointed out her mistakes very clearly. 

Rub out She tried  to rub out the mistakes in her answer. 

Clean out I need to clean out my room before my vacations end. 

Find out He tried to find out the address of his childhood friend. 

Grow up Children grow up fast. 

Pick up We had to pick up the fallen leaves. 

Save up He is going to save up for his higher studies.. 

Give up He promised to give up smoking.. 



hold up The hold-up on the highway frightened everyone. 

keep up Our Principal asked us to keep up our good work. 

blow up The bomb was about to blow up but it was deactivated in time. 

break up He may break-up with his childhood friend. 

cut up Please  cut up the fruit for the dessert. 

dry up The river will dry up in summer. 

dig up He will dig up the carrots that he planted last month. 

cover up The police were forced to cover up the truth, but they didn’t. 

stand up We were asked to stand up for our National Anthem. 

wake up It is difficult for my brother to wake up early in the morning. 

tear up He was asked to tear up the document. 

do up We have to do up our home before the festival. 

get up The child tried to get up after he fell but could not do so on his own. 

cut up The flooded areas were cut off from the rest of the country. 

take up The plane will take off at 4.00 PM 

put off The meeting has been put off. 

turn off Please turn off the taps after using. 

set off They set off on their Europe tour yesterday. 

leave off Please leave off the letter. 

keep off There were asked to keep off the lawns. 

 


