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Adjective Clauses (non-defining) 
 Look at these examples of adjective clauses: 

 My brother who lives in Ratnagiri writes every week.  
My brother John, who lives in Ratnagiri, writes every week. 
 

 The first is the kind we practised using in the last lesson. It is defining, i.e. it answers the question: Which 
one? The sentence means that the speaker has several brothers. One of them writes every week. Which 
one? The one who lives in Ratnagiri.  
       In the second sentence the adjective clause is used in a different way. The clause does not tell us which 
brother, for we already know: it is John. The clause simply tells us more about the brother, i.e. that he lives 
in Ratnagiri. It is said to be a non-defining adjective clause. Here are some more examples.  

The captain, who was a very good player, scored twice.  
That is my sister Jane, whom you have already met.  
The library, which was a new building, did not contain many books.  
He was proud of his new bicycle, which was painted red. 

 
 A .Add who, whom or which to the following sentences: 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. Yesterday I saw your brother, ^ gave me this message. who  

2. That is peter, ^ you met last year. whom  

3. My wireless set, ^ is not working properly, has been taken away. which  

4. My spectacles, ^ I only wear for reading, are being repaired. which  

5. My uncle, 6 owns a shop, has offered me a job. who  

6. The bus, ^ was full of people, skidded off the road. which 

7. His sister, ^ I know slight, told me the news. whom  

8. She spoke a few kind words, ^ made the old lady a little more 
cheerful. 

which  

9. Ramesh, ^ has two bicycles, would not lend me one. who  

10. The headmaster, ^ was  a very fair man, punished them both. who  

11. The taller of the twins, ^ I often see, told me of his brother’s illness. whom  

12. The tiger, ^ had been hiding in the cave, rushed out at him. who 

 



 
Whose, and a preposition with whom or which, where a preposition is needed, it is given in brackets. 
 
B. Add whose, or a preposition with whom or which. Where a preposition is needed, it is given in 
brackets 
 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

My brother, ^ ruler I was using, asked for it back.  whose  

I was introduced to Mr Das, the author, ^ books are famous.  whose  

My sister, ^^ you were speaking yesterday, has won first prize.(to)  to whom  

The clerk in the post office, ^ ^ I made the complaint, said that nothing could be done.(to)  to whom  

Mr Brown, ^ ^ I received my instruction, also gave me some advice.(from)  from whom 

My cousin, ^ ^ I have been working for some time, has left the town,(with)  with whom  

A man in uniform, ^^ she was sitting , offered to help.(near)  near whom  

He gave me a book, the cover ^^ was torn.(of)  of which  

They lived in a house, the roof ^^ leaked badly.(of)  of which  

The debating society,^ ^ I am a member, is one of the most active in the school.(of)  of which 

A large rock, ^^ he had been sitting a few moments before, suddenly began to move.(by)  by which  

The nearest island,^^ the boat was heading, looked very small.(to)  to which  

He was making a wooden box,^^ were a number of compartments.(in)  in which 

 
 
 
 
 As you have seen, all non-defining clauses are marked off from the rest of the sentence by commas. This is 
very important because often it is the only way in which we can see the difference.  
             My brother who works in a garage is nineteen.  
            (I have several brothers; it is the one who works in a garage who is nineteen.)  
           My brother, who works in a garage, is nineteen. (I have only one brother.)  
 
C. Place commas before and after non-defining clauses only:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

The only fish that I have caught have been very 
small ones.  
 

The only fish that I have caught have been very 
small ones.  
 



The mayor who was a very tall gentleman made a 
speech.  
 

The mayor, who was a very tall gentleman, made a 
speech. 

Is this the train that goes to Allahabad?  
 

Is this the train that goes to Allahabad?  
 

The book that he had was not the same as mine.  
 

The book that he had was not the same as 
mine.  
 

My father who is an elderly man still plays 
badminton.  
 
 

My father, who is an elderly man, still plays 
badminton. 

The one that I wanted was on the top shelf.  
 

The one that I wanted was on the top shelf.  
 

The only man on whom I could rely was missing. 
 

The only man on whom I could rely was missing. 
 

The topics about which he knew most did not 
appear on the examination paper.  
 

The topics about which he knew most did not 
appear on the examination paper.  
 

My mother whose eyesight is not good fell and 
hurt herself.  
 

My mother, whose eyesight is not good, fell and hurt 
herself. 

Coral island which is an exciting book for boys and 
girls can be found in any library. 
 

Coral Island, which is an exciting book for boys and 
girls, can be found in any library. 

Mr Green whom I met yesterday was a very 
likeable man. 
 

Mr. Masood, whom I met yesterday, was a very 
likeable man. 

Tennis which can be played by boys and girls is a 
very good game. 
 

Tennis, which can be played by boys and girls, is a 
very good game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


