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WORD MEANINGS 

Fibres Thread like thin parts of a plant. 

Pounded To hit or beat repeatedly. 

Sieve A bowl shaped tool with many very small holes in it to 

separate larger from smaller pieces or solids from 

liquids. 

Firmly In a way that will not become loose, tightly or strongly. 

Polished Shiny as a result of being rubbed / To rub something 

using a piece of cloth or brush to clean it and make it 

shine 

Complicated One which is not simple 

Rippling Forming small waves on the surface of water. 

Humming Make a small steady sound like a bee. 

Shunting To move a railway train from one track to another / 

moving someone / something from one place to 

another. 

Loft Very high / a room or place just below the roof used for 

storing things. 

Willow A tree that grows near water & has long thin branches 

that hang down. 

Stacked Compiled or Heaped. 

Tremendous Very large or great, extremely good. 

Digesters A huge vessel where chemical or biological reactions 

are carried out. 

Stringy Containing long thin pieces like string. 

Immense Extremely large or great. 

Bleached To become white or pale by chemical process / to make 

something pale or white in this way. 

Tint A shade or small amount of a particular colour; A small 

amount of colour covering a surface. 

Swiftly Quickly. 

Blotting to remove liquid from a surface by pressing soft paper 

or cloth on it. 

Despised to dislike or having no respect for somebody/something  

. 



Admiration a feeling of respect. 

Industrious working hard ; busy 

 

WORD SYNONYMS: 

Swiftly   quickly , fast. 

Industrious  diligent , hard working 

Pound  lash, beat. 

Immense  colossal , enormous . 

Sieve  sift , strain , filter 

Complicated   complex , intricate . 

Ripple  swirl , whirl , wave. 

Despise  Hate , loathe , detest. 

Firmly  strongly , mightily , powerfully. 

Admiration  appreciation , regard , respect. 

 

QUESTIONS (SET-1):- 

QUESTIONS ANSWERS 

What is the work of a paper- maker? 

 

The work of a paper maker is to separate the fine fibres 

of a plant from the unwanted materials and to press 

them together in a thin matted web, which we know as 

a sheet paper. 

Describe the formerly used process of paper making. 

 

Earlier, when machines were not invented, people used 

to soak and pound the rags to a fine pulp with heavy 

hammer. A thin layer of watery pulp was picked upon a 

fine sieve and pressed firmly and allowed to dry. Finally 

it was used to be rubbed to polish. 

 

Why is a mill necessarily situated by a stream? 

 

Paper making requires a plentiful supply of water this 

need can very well be fulfilled by a natural source of 

water.  This is why, a mill is necessarily situated by a 

stream. 

 

How are the bales of esparto- grass treated before they 

are ready for paper making? 

 

The bales of esparto-grass is torn to pieces and cleaning 

of dust roots by the knives of a great machine. 

 

Describe the sight of the entrance to the mill. 

 

At the entrance to the mill one would get the sight of 

big size lofts stacked with bales of esparto-grass which 

look like hay as they are dry and dusty. 

 

How is esparto-grass changed to a wet, stringy pulp? 

 

Bales of esparto-grass, after being cleaned of dust and 

impurities by machine, are passed through tremendous 

‘digesters’ or boilers. Here with the help of chemicals 

and steam, the grass changes to a wet, stringy pulp. 



 

What is a ‘Hollander’? 

 

“Hollander” is a trough, very big in size, which is used to 

beat and wash the pulp of esparto-grass. It’s a Dutch 

Invention. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS (SET-2):- 

QUESTIONS ANSWERS 

When does pulp lose its likeness to the dust bales of brown 

grass? 

 

The pulp of esparto-grass loses all likeness to the 

dusty brown grass when it has already passed 

through various machines. In the process it gets 

finer and finer and also gets bleached into white or 

coloured to a required shade of colour. 

 

When is pulp fed to the paper making machine? 

 

The pulp is mixed with water after almost endless 

preparation, so that it flows easily and evenly. 

Thereafter it is put through a row of fine slits, on to 

the wide, moving wire-woven belt of the paper-

making machine. 

 

What happens to the paper when formed into a strong 

web? 

 

When paper has formed into a fairly strong web, it 

goes more than twenty huge drying cylinders. In 

the final step it is pressed between heavy rollers 

and wound off in a great roll of finished paper, 

ready for the printer. 

 

What is special about   Art paper? 

 

In the making of art paper, a coating of ‘china clay’ 

is given to the entire paper or it is pressed between 

heavy rollers to give a smooth surface.  

 

Why does one leave mill thinking that a scrap of paper is 

not to be despised? 

 

One leaves a mill thinking that a ‘scrap of paper ‘ is 

not to be despised because its making has gone 

through such tremendous evolution that it may 

have seen more of the world than most of us. 

 

 


