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More practice with noun clauses 
As you know a noun may be the complement of a sentence after such verbs as be, become seem, appear, 
etc. 
This is the answer. 
A noun clause may also be a complement. 
 
The truth is that I am lost    this is what I wanted. 
It seems that I am wrong.   It appears that I have made a mistake. 
 
A. Complete these sentences by adding noun clause beginning with either that or what: 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. This is.......  …what she wants. 

2. It was.....  …what they wanted to do. 

3. It seems......  …that he is upset. 

4. It appears......  …that he is angry. 

5. His replay was.....  …that he did not do that. 

6. Our hope is....  …that the pandemic ends soon. 

7. The fact is......  …that history repeats itself. 

8. My suggestion is.......  …that you read this book. 

9. The truth was......  …that we worked hard on the project. 

10. The gift was......  …what I had wanted for a long time. 

 
 
A Noun may be used after a preposition, and so may a noun clause  

 He was pleased with the suggestion.  
He was pleased with what they suggested.  
She was worried about whether she would pass.  
They could not agree upon whom they should choose.  

 
B. Add noun clauses beginning with the word in brackets: 

Example:    They were frightened by........ (What) 
                    They were frightened by what had happened. 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. They agreed to.... (what)  …what their captain suggested 

2. Everyone was pleased with....(what)  …what the leader said. 

3. We are judged by.... (how)  …how we treat others. 

4. They disagreed over.......(who)  …who should bat first, 

5. I was delighted by.........(what)  …what I received on my birthday. 

6. He was always boasting about......(how)  …how well he could dance. 

7. You must be content with.....(what)  …what you achieve. 

8. Do not quarrel over.........(who)  …who will sit in the front row. 

9. I was not sure about........(what)  …what he wanted to do.  

10. We were all puzzled by......(what)  …what he said. 



 
Sometime the preposition before the noun is left out before a noun clause. 

We were pleased at his success.  
We were pleased that he had been successful.  
She complained of the cold.  
She complained that she was cold.  
 

C. Replace the phrases in italics with a noun clause beginning with that: 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. The prisoner insisted on his innocence.  …that he was innocent 

2. I was certain of passing the examinations.  …that I would pass the examination 

3. I am sorry about your illness.  …that you are ill 

4. The players are sure of winning.  …that they will win 

5. She was certain of being invited.  …that she would be invited 

6. He boasted of having many important 
friends. 

 …that he had many important friends 

 
Look at this sentence:  
         John, the captain, scored the goal.  
In this sentence John and captain are both nouns, and both are the subject of the sentence; 

 John scored the goal.  
The captain scored the goal.  

Nouns used like this are said to be in opposition. Phrases and clauses may als0 be used in opposition to a 
noun.  

      The story, a pack of lies, was believed by no one.  
      The story that he had stolen the car was believed by no one. 

There is one important difference between a phrase and a noun clause used in this way: A phrase has 
commas before and after it: a clause has not. 
 
D. Add commas to these sentences where necessary: 
 
   Example;    Mr Sen, a very sensible man, refused the offer. 
                         The story that he had accepted was untrue. 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

The news that he was being sent to Bangalore 
came as a surprise.  
 

The news that he was being sent to Bangalore 
came as a surprise.  
 

The rumour a false one spread very quickly.  
 

The rumour, a false one, spread very quickly. 

While resting at his home he received a 
message that he was needed urgently 
 

While resting at his home he received a 
message that he was needed urgently. 
 

Mr Smith a laboratory assistant reported the 
accident.  
 

Mr. Smith, a laboratory assistant, reported the 
accident. 

I was speaking to Miss Raj the assistant 
principal.  
 

I was speaking to Miss Raj, the assistant principal. 

The information that he would be visiting the 
school was announced at assembly. 

The information that he would be visiting the 
school was announced at assembly. 



  

We all heard the announcement that the 
holidays had been postponed.  
 

We all heard the announcement that the 
holidays had been postponed.  
 

The news a shock to everyone was delivered by 
a special messenger. 
 

The news, a shock to everyone, was delivered by a 
special messenger. 

One flower the last of the season was still in full 
bloom.  
 

One flower, the last of the season, was still in full 
bloom. 

 
The fact that you do not like such music does 
not prove anything. 
 

The fact that you do not like such music does 
not prove anything. 
 

 


