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Noun Clauses  
Now we are going to practise using the different kinds of clauses, beginning with noun clauses. These are 
clauses that are used in sentences in the same way as nouns are used.  As you know, a noun may be the 
object of a sentence:  
I have heard the news. 
A noun clause may also be the object of a sentence: 
            I have heard what has happened.  
           He knows that it is wrong.  
You have already practised forming noun clauses used as objects in the lessons on indirect speech:  
          She did not know where he had gone.  
           They said that they would do it.  
Be careful with tenses. Look at these examples carefully:  
                   He says that he has finished.  
                  He said that he had finished.  
                 She wants to know when the train will arrive. 
 
A. Complete each of these sentences by adding a noun clause beginning with that. Be careful- with tenses: 
sometimes the introductory verb is in the Present tense, sometimes the Past.  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
1. He says............  

 
…that it has been unwell.  

2. We are hoping........  
 

…that our team will win the match  

3. I know. ............ 
 

…that he will be selected as the captain of our team. 

4. I believe..........  
 

…that he is telling the truth..  

5. She is afraid...... 
 

…that she will be punished by her teacher. 

6. He knew.........  
 

…that I was not going to return. 

7. They said............ 
 

…that the test was very easy.  

8. The whole class had heard.. ..........  
 

…that the exams have been postponed.  

9. They decided. ............ 
 

…that they will go to Darjeeling. 

10. Everyone could see. .......... 
 

 

…that was trying very hard. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



B. Complete these sentences by adding a noun or a pronoun and then a noun clause: 
Examples:              She told us that she had won.  
                               The teacher warned the class that there was going to be a test.  
 
    
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. They told....                             …me that they will not attend school for one week. 

2. He tells.... …us that he will attend a marriage. 

3. The teacher promised... …us that she would take us to a park. 

4. The letter informed.... …us that the school office shall remain open on Saturdays.  

5. Everyone told.... …the leader to remember his promises.  

6. The Headmaster told.... …the students that he would talk to their parents. 

     
 
 
Here are some examples of noun clauses used as the subject of a sentence: 
                  That he was right was obvious.  
                     Why he did it is a mystery.  
We can sometimes use a sentence beginning with it instead:  
                      It was obvious that he was right. 
                         It is a mystery why he did it:  
 
 
C .Change these sentences as in the example:  
Example:  That you failed was a pity. 
                    It was a pity that you failed. 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

How they managed it is a mystery. It is a mystery how they managed.  

That you have met her before is possible.  It is doubtful when they will arrive. 

Whether she can come or not is uncertain.  It is not known why he did it.  

When they will arrive is doubtful.  It is possible that you have met her before. 

Why he did it is not known. It is uncertain whether she can come or not.  

How they climbed the mountain amazes me.  It amazes me how they climb the mountain 

 
 
 



D.  Change these sentences as in the example: 
Example:              It is true that I was present.  
                               That I was present is true.  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 
It is certain that he is speaking the truth.  

 
That he is speaking the truth is certain.  

It is strange that he should say that.  
 

That he should say that is strange. 

It has not been decided when they will leave.  
 

When they will leave has not been decided.  

It is a mystery how he managed to stay afloat.  
 

How he managed to stay afloat is a mystery. 

It is not clear why she refused help.  
 

Why she refused help is not clear. 

It is doubtful whether he will be able to win.  
 

Whether he will be able to win is doubtful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


