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Phrases and Clauses 
 A phrase is a group of words that does not have a subject and verb. It usually forms of a larger sentence. 
 Examples of phrases:  

                He drove the car at great speed.  
              Walking down the street, I saw a large, red lorry.  
               Startled by the noise, he looked round.  

Walking and startled are both formed from verbs, but they do not have subjects.  
    A clause always has a verb with a subject. In each of the three examples there is a clause: 
                He drove the car: 
                I saw a large red lorry.  
                 He looked round.  
A sentence may consist of only one clause:  
               The man has not arrived.  
 It may contain two clauses equally important:  
           The man has not arrived but he will soon be here.  
One clause may be less important than another 
        The man who owns the car has not arrived  
We say that The man.. . has not arrived is the main clause, and that who owns the car is a subordinate clause. 
 
A. Say whether the groups of words in italics are phrases or clauses. (Ask yourself whether they contain a 
subject and a verb.)  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. He will be here in a week k time.  phrase  

2. After a moment she sat down.  phrase  

3. He jumped up and opened the door clause  

4. Seeing the open door, she walked in.  phrase  

5. I found the key under the table. phrase 

6. The man in the water could not swim.  phrase 

7. He said that he was a fireman. clause  

8. I asked her what she was using . clause  

9. He told me to go away. phrase  

10. He tripped over a branch blown down by the wind.  clause 

      
 



  Phrases can sometimes be used instead of clauses. This often happens in indirect questions.  
 
              He did not know when he should stop.  
              He did not know when to stop.  
 
              He told them where they ought to go. 
              He told them where to go.  
 
B. Change the clauses (in italics) into infinitive phrases:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

I asked the teacher how I should do it.  I asked the teacher how to do it. 

Please tell me what I ought to say. Please tell me what to say. 

Let me know when I must start. Let me know when to start. 

Do you know which you should choose?  Do you know which to choose? 

He tried to find out what he ought to do next. He tried to find out what to do next. 

The teacher showed him how he should work 
out the answers.  

The teacher showed him how to work out the answers. 

The map clearly showed where we should leave 
the main road.  

The map clearly showed where to leave the main road. 

He was not told when he should begin. He was not told when to begin 

I am wondering whether I ought to tell him or 
not. 

I am wondering whether to tell him or not. 

He wants to know what he should do next.  He wants to know what to do next. 

 
Often a clause may be replaced by a phrase containing a participle.  
When she saw her mistake, she quickly corrected it.  
Seeing her mistake, she quickly corrected it. 
 
C. Change the clauses into phrases by leaving out the words in italics:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

l am going to draw a man who is fighting a crocodile  I am going to draw a man fighting a crocodile. 

We noticed some bottles which were floating in the 
sea. 

We noticed some bottles floating in the sea. 

He was looking for pieces of wood that had been 
washed up by the waves.  

He was looking for pieces of wood washed up by the 
waves. 

All books that have been borrowed must be signed 
for. 

All books borrowed must be signed for. 

Everybody who is taking part in the concert must be 
here by eight. 

Everybody taking part in the concert must be here by 
eight. 

 



 
D. Change the clauses into participle phrases:  

QUESTION ANSWER 

As we wanted to get there by noon, we started early 
in the morning. 

Wanting to get there by noon, we started early in the 
morning. 

Since we knew that food would be scarce, we took 
some with us.  

Knowing food would be scarce, we took some with us. 

She paused for a moment, while she tried to decide 
what to do next. 

She paused for a moment, deciding what to do next. 

The captain decided to return to the harbour 
because he thought that the storm woul4 grow 
worse. 

The captain decided to return to the harbour, thinking 
that the storm would get worse. 

They moved very carefully as they suspected a trap. They moved very carefully, suspecting a trap. 

 
 


