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Indirect speech: general 
We have already seen how pronouns change in indirect speech. Usually they become third person. That is, I 
become he or she, we becomes they, etc. Possessive change in the same way: 
 
                   My, mine                                                                       his, her or hers.    
                   Your, yours                           becomes                        their or theirs. 
                   Our, ours                                                              their or theirs. 
 
 
              ‘I have lost my books and yours too, ‘he told her. 
              He told her that he had lost his book and hers too. 
 
               ‘If you will lend us your books, you can have ours, ‘they said. 
                They said that if they would lend them their books. They could have theirs. 
 
Other changes that usually take place are: 
      this                                                                                                           that                                          
      these                                                                                                        those 
      here                                                                                                           there                                                                                                      
      now                                                                                                            then 
      today                                               becomes                                          that day 
      tomorrow                                                                                                 the next day, the following day 
     yesterday                                                                                                  the day before 
     next year                                                                                                 the next year, the following year 
     last year                                              the year before 
       Ago                                                                                                          before 
 
 
     These Changes are not difficult to understand if you remember that in indirect speech we are usually 
reporting what somebody else said in a different place and at an earlier time. Here are some examples:  
                    ‘I am happy to be here today.  
                    He said that he was happy to be there on that day.  
                   ‘We shall play the game again tomorrow.  
                   They said that they would play the game again the next day. 
                 ‘These are the results this year. Next year may be different.  
                  He said that those were the results that year. The following year they might be different,  
 
 

A. Change these statements and questions into indirect speech using the introductory words given: 
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

‘I want to speak to you all here and now. (He said)  He said that he wanted to speak to them/us there and 
then. 



‘We will stay here until tomorrow. (She said) She said that they would stay there until the next day. 

‘This book is mine and the other one is yours.' (She told 
him)  

She told him that that book was hers and the other one 
was theirs. 

‘The inspector came to our school yesterday’. (She told 
her uncle)  

She told her uncle that the inspector came to their 
school the day before. 

‘We will finish this work tomorrow.' (The teacher said) The teacher said that they would finish that work the 
following day. 

 
 
 
You must not think that verbs, pronouns, adverbs, etc. always change. It depends upon the meaning. As you 
already know, after an introductory verb in the Present or Future tenses there is no change in the verb tense 
in indirect speech.  
           ‘I am learning English.' He says that he is learning English. 
            ‘He has done it before.' He says that he has done it before. 
           ‘We are grateful. They will tell him that they are grateful. 
In the same way other changes depend on the meaning. For example, suppose that Ravi said to Ajit:  
                   ‘I have met you before. I know your father. 
 
If Ajit were telling someone else about this, he would say: 
        ‘He told me that he had met me before and that he knew my father.’ 
 Adverbs too may not change. The person who is repeating the statement may do so in the same place and 
at the same time as the first speaker. For example, Ravi might say:  
             ‘We are playing against St. George's school today on this football pitch. 
 If Ajit were also in the team and also standing on the football pitch and the match had not been played yet, 
he might say to someone else: 
                 ‘Ravi says that we are playing against St. George,s school today on this pitch.’ 
 

 
B. 1. Finish this piece of dialogue  
Teacher: 'Tomorrow I am going on a visit to a factory. Any of you in this class may come with me. The bus 
will come here to pick us up at nine o'clock. If any of you are late, you will be left behind. Those of you who 
want to come are to give me your names now.’ 

 
Ravi:  ‘What did he say? I didn’t hear him.” 
 
Ajit :   “He said that tomorrow he is going on a visit to a factory. Any of us in this class may go with him. 

The bus will come here to pick us up at nine o’clock. If any of us is late, we will be left behind. Those 
of us who want to go are to give him our names now 

 
2. Complete this passage:  
 
Ravi and Ajit went home and told their mother what the teacher had said. Several days later she told her 
husband about it.  
 
She said, "The teacher told them that the following day he was going on a visit to a factory. Any of them in that 

class might go with him. The bus would come there to pick them up at nine o’clock. If any of them was late, they would 
be left behind. Those who wanted to go were to give him their names then. 
 


