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Some things cannot be counted. We can count boy or book. We can say one boy or two books. 
But we cannot count such things as wood, paper, steel, glass, news, truth, honesty. Read these sentences 
carefully:  
 
  On the table was a cup containing milk and water.  
  On the table were two cups containing milk and water.  
 
 We can say a cup, for that means one cup, but we cannot use a before milk or water. We can say 
two cups, adding an s, but we cannot do this to milk or water. They are uncountable.  
 

A. Change these sentences into the plural:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. A bird can fly.  Birds can fly. 

2. A horse can run.  Horses can run. 

3. A book is made of paper.   Books are made of paper. 

4. A knife is made of steel.   Knives are made of steel. 

5. A boy plays with a ball.  Boys play with balls. 

6. Water comes from a tap.   Water comes from taps. 

7. A man eats meat.  Men eat meat. 

8. Ink is kept in bottle.   Ink is kept in bottles. 

9. A door is made of wood.  Doors are made of wood. 

10. A teacher gives good advice.  Teachers give good advice. 

11. A dictionary contains useful information.   Dictionaries contain useful information. 

12. Bread is cut with a knife.  Bread is cut with knives. 

 
B. Change these sentences into the singular:  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. Cars have engines.  A car has an engine. 

2. Nouns are names of things.   A noun is the name of a thing. 

3. Hungry men eat rice.  A hungry man eats rice. 

4. Lemonade is kept in bottles.  Lemonade is kept in a bottle. 

5. Shirts are made of cloth.  A shirt is made of cloth, 



6. Coconut palms are big trees.  A coconut palm is a big tree. 

7. Lions are brave animals.  A lion is a brave animal. 

8. Cats drink milk.  A cat drinks milk. 

9. Cows eat grass.  A cow eats grass. 

10. Kites are made of paper and string.  A kite is made of paper and string. 

 

 Some  
 
 Some means a certain number or a certain amount. We can use it before countable things in the 
plural:  
 He is carrying some books.  
We can also use it before uncountable things: 
 
 He is eating some rice.  
 

C. Add a, an or some to these sentences:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. Here is cup.   Here is a cup.   

2. Here are cups.  Here are some cups.  

3. The boy was holding pencils.   The boy was holding some pencils.   

4. The cat was drinking milk.  The cat was drinking some milk.  

5. There are pencils on the desk.   There are some pencils on the desk.   

6. There is orange in my pocket.  There is an orange in my pocket.  

7. The teacher gave me advice.  The teacher gave me some advice.  

8. Look! There is horse over there.  Look! There is a horse over there.  

9. The train passed through beautiful 
scenery.  

The train passed through a beautiful scenery.  

 

The  
 
 A or an often mean any one. We use it when we are not thinking of a particular thing. The has the 
opposite meaning. It points out one particular thing.  
 
 Yesterday I saw a crocodile. The crocodile was dead.  
 (Here the means the one I was talking about.) 
 The sun rises in the East.  
 (There is only one sun, and one East.) 
 Bring me the book on the shelf.  
 (Not any book: the one on the shelf.) 
 This is the best book I have ever read.  
 (Only one particular book can be the best.) 
 
 



D. Add a, an or the to these sentences:  
 

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. I would like to buy new shirt.  I would like to buy a new shirt.  

2. He walked up to the house and knocked at 

door.   
He walked up to the house and knocked at the 
door.   

3. He is tallest boy in the class.  He is the tallest boy in the class.  

4. equator is line around middle of 

globe.   

The equator is a line around the middle of the 
globe.   

5. If you want to play you must ask 

Captain.  
If you want to play you must ask the Captain.  

6. You cannot overtake car on a bicycle if 

car is going fast.  

You cannot overtake a car on a bicycle if the 
car is going fast.  

7. They climbed to top of tall tree.  They climbed to the top of a tall tree.  

8. The car stopped and driver got out. In 

lay large dog. 

The car stopped and the driver got out. In lay a 
large dog. 

9. I looked out of window and saw 

crowd gathering.  

I looked out of the window and saw a crowd 
gathering.  

10. This is  end of exercise.  This is the end of the exercise.  

 

Punctuation  
 
 The most important punctuation marks are the comma (,), the full stop (.), the question mark (?), 
the exclamation mark (!), speech marks (‘ ’) and the apostrophe (‘). As we work through this book. We shall 
practice all these.  
 Here to begin with is a passage that contains all these punctuation marks except the apostrophe. It 
is taken from the story you have just read. Look at it carefully and notice the punctuation marks. Then your 
teacher will dictate it to you. 

 
 


