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SHORT REPLIES: We can often use so or not instead of a noun clause. 

 

Example: 

    Question :  Is our team going to win? 

Intended Reply :  I think that our team is going to win 

Short Reply : I think so. 
 
Write short replies to these question as in the example: 
 
Example: Are you coming tomorrow? I think so.  

Question Answer 

Is this the right answer?   I think so. 

Is tomorrow is a holiday? I hope so. 

Are we late? I am afraid so. 

Are we going to have a new headmaster? I believe so. 

Will she arrive soon? I expect so. 

 

Example: Are you going to tell him?   I don’t think so  

Question Answer 

Are you coming? I don’t think so.  

Is she going to help us? I don’t suppose so. 

Are you going to have a birthday party? I don’t expect so. 

Is this the way to the sea-shore? I don’t think so. 

Is he better now? I don’t think so. 

 

 



Example: Is it going to rain? I hope not.  

Question Answer 

Does she know about it? I hope not. 

Have you finished your homework? I am afraid not. 

That isn’t very nice, is it? I suppose not. 

Is the boat leaking? I hope not. 

Can you swim? I am afraid not. 

 
 
 
Use any of the above ways of responding to the following questions: 
 
These questions can be correctly answered in different ways but with each change in the answer the meaning 
changes. What is important is to know what is meant by the reply and what the person giving the reply 
means to say.  

Question Answer 

Can you do these examples? I’m afraid not. 

Are you going to be rich one day?  I suppose so. 

He is annoyed about it, isn’t he? I think ss. 

Is the library closed? I think so.  

That isn’t the right answer, is it? I’m afraid not. 

Is their team going to beat ours? I suppose so. 

Were many people injured in the accident? I suppose so.  

Does she agree with you? I think so.  

The term begins soon, doesn’t it? I hope so. 

Have you finished? I’m afraid not. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Polite Requests 

Rewrite these commands as polite requests in three different ways: 

Example: sing your name here. 

a) Would you mind signing your name here? 
b) Would you be kind/good enough to sing your name here? 
c) Would you be so kind/good as to your name here? 

 

Wait here. 

Would you mind waiting here? 

Would you be kind/good enough to wait here? 

Would you be so kind/good as to wait here? 

Turn on the fan. 

Would you mind turning on the fan? 

Would you be kind/good enough to turn on the fan? 

Would you be so kind/good as to turn on the fan? 

Example this point to me. 

Would you mind explaining this point to me? 

Would you be kind/good enough to explain this point to me? 

Would you be so kind/good as to explain this point to me? 

Speak more slowly. 

Would you mind speaking more slowly? 

Would you be kind/good enough to speak more slowly? 

Would you be so kind/good as to speak more slowly? 

Given him his message. 

Would you mind giving him this message? 

Would you be kind/good enough to give him this message? 

Would you be so kind/good as to give him this message? 

Do it again. 

Would you mind doing it again? 

Would you be kind/good enough to do it again? 

Would you be so kind/good as to do it again? 

Do not do it again. 

Would you mind not doing it again? 

Would you be kind/good enough not to do it again? 

Would you be so kind/good as to not do it again? 

Do not speak so loudly. 

Would you mind not speaking so loudly? 

Would you be kind/good enough not to speak so loudly? 

Would you be so kind/good as to not speak so loudly? 

Do not park your bicycle here. 

Would you mind not parking your bicycle here? 

Would you be kind/good enough not to park your bicycle here? 

Would you be so kind/good as to not park your bicycle here? 

 


