
CHAPTER- 8 

The Taj Mahal



TAJ MAHAL – SPLENDID MAUSOLEUM
Its central dome reaches a height of 240 feet (73 meters) and is surrounded by 

four smaller domes; four slender towers, or minarets, stood at the corners.



Key points:-
Writer’s feelings:-

 He waited for 25 years to see the beauty of Taj Mahal.

 He called it as a  Splendid mausoleum .

 His tent was put in the garden of the monument.

 He was so excited that he did not even go to his tent and went to see the building.

 His pleasure was beyond his expectation.

 He was feeling more and more happy.

 He had a feeling of regret that he could not have it reach all the time.



The garden inside The Taj



 Emperor Shah Jahan and his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal lie buried side by 

side.

 Their remains are covered by two slabs of marble.

 Under the dome stands two more slabs of the same marble worked in 

mosaic.

 Upon the Queen’s marble passages from Koran are written in black.

 On the slab over her husband there are no passages from Koran, only his 

name and date of death is mentioned.

 At one end of the slab in the vault it is written “ Mumtaz-i-Mahal Banu

Begum”, the ornament of the palace, Banu Begum and the date of her death.



Inside the mausoleum, an octagonal marble chamber adorned with carvings and semi-

precious stones housed the cenotaph, or false tomb, of Mumtaz Mahal and Shah Jahan. 

The real sarcophagus containing actual remains lay below, at garden level.



The Lamp which burns above their  cenotaph



 It is located at Agra on the bank of river Yamuna.

 It stands upon North side of a large quadrangle.

 The other three sides are enclosed by a high wall of red stone.

 The entrance is through a magnificent gateway in the south. 

 The other two sides are beautiful mosques facing inwards.

 The mosques are of same size and design.



The main entrance of Taj Mahal



Taj Mahal at the 

bank of Yamuna



 Construction began around 1632 and would continue for the 
next two decades. The chief architect was probably Ustad 
Ahmad Lahori, an Indian of Persian descent who would later be 
credited with designing the Red Fort at Delhi.

 In all, more than 20,000 workers from India, Persia, Europe and 
the Ottoman Empire, along with some 1,000 elephants, were 
brought in to build the mausoleum complex.

 The marbles were brought from Jaipur territories and the 
sandstones from the neighbourhood of Dhaulpur and 
Fatehpur Sikri.

https://www.history.com/topics/ottoman-empire


The writer also visited Moti Masjid  (also called as Pearl Mosque).
He said that some people admire Moti Masjid more than Taj.



The other view of Moti Masjid at Agra Fort



People love to spend more and more time at this 
mosque and stay as long as they could at Agra.



No doubt that TAJ MAHAL is not 

only the most beautiful 

monument in India but also one 

of the wonders of the world. Thus 

it is our responsibility to take 

proper care and protect it from 

getting deteriorated.


