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I. Tick (√) the correct answer: - 

1. Which of the following is the doctrine of the Buddhism? 

a) Tri-Ratna                                                                            

b) moksha 

c) Non- stealing                                                                     

d) Eight-fold path 

2. Which ruler was responsible for the spread of Jainism in Karnataka? 

a) Ashoka                                                                                 

b) Chandragupta Maurya  

c) Kanishka                                                                               

d) Mahendra

3. When did Buddha die? 

a) 540 BCE                                                                                 

b) 563 BCE 

c) 468 BCE                                                                                  

d) 483 BCE 

4. Buddha preached his first sermon at 

a) Sarnath                                                                                 

b) Bodh Gaya  

c) Pavapuri                                                                                 

d) Vaishali 

5. Which one of the following is a sect of Jainism? 

a) Hinayana                                                                             

b) Mahayana 

c) Ajivika                                                                                   

d) Digambar

II. Fill in the blanks.  

1. The sixth century BCE saw the rise of two new religions in India. 

2. Jainism was founded by Vardhaman Mahavira. 

3. The jains believe Mahavira was the 24th and the last Tirthankara.  

4. At the age of 42, Mahavira conquered both misery and happiness and became an ascetic. 

5. Buddhism was founded by Gautam Buddha. 

6. The tree under which Buddha attained enlightenment is called Mahabodhivriksh. 

 



 

 

III. Match Column A with Column B.  

1. Pavapuri                                                 worship of bodhisattvas                                (8)     

2. Tri-Ratnas                                               first sermon given by Buddha                      (6) 

3. Digambaras                                            the enlightened one                                      (4)                 

4. Buddha                                                   aim of Buddhism                                             (5)                   

5. Nirvana                                                   collection of Buddha’s teachings                 (7)     

6. Deer park at Sarnath.                          Right faith, Right knowledge, Right action (2) 

7. Tri-Pitakas.                                            The sky-clad of Jainism                                   (3) 

8. Mahayana.                                            Place where Mahavira died                           (1) 

 

IV. State whether the following statements are true or false. 

1. By the sixth century BCE the Vedic religion had become too much complicated and common 

people could not understand it.                                                                                         True. 

2. Mahavira was born at Pavapuri near Rajgir in Bihar.                                                      False 

3. The attainment of moksha should be the main goal of life according to Mahavira. True. 

4. Jainism’s strict insistence on non violence and penance made it popular in India.   False. 

5. Buddha’s teachings are included in the four noble truths and the eightfold path.   True. 

6. Jatakas are stories about Buddha’s previous births.                                                       False 

7. Mahayana Buddhism started worshipping Buddha as a God.                                       True 

 

V. Answer the following questions: 

1. Why did new religions rise in India in the 6th century BCE? 

Ans: By the sixth century BCE, the Vedic religion had become very complex. There was a great 

deal of emphasis on rituals, Yajnas and sacrifice by the Brahmanas. The Kshatriyas reacted 

strongly against the ritualistic domination of the Brahmanas. Thus, two new religions ‘Jainism’ 

and ‘Buddhism’ rise in India in the 6th century BCE. 

2. What are the five vows a Jain householder had to take? 

Ans: The five vows that a Jain householder had to take are as follows: - 

 Ahimsa- non-violence 

 Satya- Truth 

 Achaurya or Asteya – Non-stealing 

 Brahmacharya – Celibacy 

 Aparigraha- Non- possession 

 



 

 

3. Why did Buddha renounce the world? 

Ans:  One day Buddha, while on a chariot ride through the city, saw four sights- of an old man, a 

sick man and a dead body being carried by mourners. This disturbed and distressed him. Then, 

he saw an ascetic who was serene and calm. No sorrow or worldly miseries affected him. These 

are the four great sights that changed his life and he renounced the world. 

4. Explain the main difference between Jainism and Buddhism. 

Ans:  The difference between Jainism and Buddhism are as follows: - 

1. Jainism was founded by Vardhaman 

Mahavira. 
2. Buddhism was founded by Gautam Buddha. 

3. Ahimsa and Moksha are the two doctrines 

of Jainism. 

4. Buddha’s teachings are contained in the 

four noble truths and the eight-fold path. 

5. The two sects of Jainism are Digambara and 

Svetambara. 

6. The two sects of Buddhism are Hinayana 

and Mahayana. 

 

5. Why did Buddhism spread so rapidly? 

Ans:  Ashoka being a great patron of Buddhism propagated it in India and to other foreign 

countries. His son Mahendra and daughter Sanghamitra also helped him in it. His teachings were 

simple and was taught in the language of the people. Thus, Buddhism spread rapidly. 

6. What were the reasons for the decline of Buddhism and Jainism? 

Ans:  The proponents of both the religions laid stress on leading an austere life. Both opposed 

animal sacrifices which brought them into conflict with the brahamanical orthodoxy. Lack of 

royal patronage was one of the reasons for the decline of Jainism. Buddhist Monasteries became 

centres of corrupt practices which led to the decline of Buddhism. 

7. Name the religious texts of Buddhism and Jainism. 

Ans: The religious texts of Buddhism are Vinay Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka and Abhidhamma Pitaka 

which is called as Tri-Pitakas. Prakrit language was adopted to preach the doctrines of Jainism. 

The teachings were written in Ardh- Magadhi, a form of Prakrit and are called Purvas and Angas. 

8. Why is Buddhism called the middle path? 

Ans: Buddhism laid stress on leading an austere life. But it was moderate in its stress on the 

doctrine of non-violence. Buddha did not believe in extremes. The aim of Buddhism was to attain 

Nirvana which is a state of perfect peace and freedom from suffering and from cycle of birth and 

death. He advised people to follow the middle path. 

 

 



 

 

VI. Picture study  

  

 

1. Identify the picture. 

Ans: Dilwara Jain temple. 

2. Where is it situated 

Ans:  It is situated in Mount Abu. 

3. Who built it? 

Ans: Vimal Shah. 

4. Write a paragraph about it. 

Ans: The most beautiful example of Jain architectural perfection are the Dilwara temples of 

Mount Abu which were built between the 11th and 13 centuries AD. These temples are renowned 

for skilful and artistic work in marble. 

 

 

 

 

 


