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   I. Tick (√) the correct answer:- 

 
1.  Harappan seals were found in which of the foreign civilisations. 

 (a) Afghanistan                                                                             (b) Iran 

 (c) Egypt                                                                                        (d) Mesopotamia  

      2.    Which of the following is not the cause of decline of Harappan cities? 

 (a) Aryan Invasion                                                                        (b) Floods  

(c) Internal war                                                                             (d) Earthquake 

       3.   Sutkagendor is situated in  

(a) Gujarat                                                                                      (b) Pakistan 

(c) Rajasthan                                                                                  (d) Afghanistan 

       4.   Approximately how many signs have been found in the Harappan script? 

 (a) 300                                                                                           (b) 400  

(c) 100                                                                                            (d) 200 

        5.  The Great Granary was discovered in  

 (a) Mohenjodaro                                                                         (b) Harappa 

 (C) Banawali                                                                                 (d) Ropar

 
II. Fill in the blanks.  

 
1. The Indus Valley Civilisation was the first urban civilisation of India. 

2. Harappa is situated in Sahiwal district in Pakistan. 

3. The Indus Valley Civilisation stood on the bank of river Indus.  

4. The largest building discovered at Mohenjodaro is The Great Granary. 



5. Bronze metal was used by the people of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 

6. Indus people used burnt bricks for constructing buildings. 

7. The Harappan culture came to an end by 1750 BCE. 

 

III. Match Column A with Column B.  

1.  Great Bath                                                            Most sacred animal.  (3) 
2.  Harappan Civilisation                                          Barter system.  (4) 
3.  Humped bull                                                         Pashupati.   (5) 
4.  Trade                                                                      Mohenjodaro.  (1) 
5.  Male god                                                               Bronze Age.  (2) 
  

IV. Answer the following questions: 

1. Who discovered the Indus Valley Civilisation and when? 

     Ans: In 1921, an Indian archaeologist, Mr Daya Ram Sahni, discovered the ruins of the city of Harappa.   

             In 1922, Dr. Rakhal Das Bannerjee discovered the ruins of Mohenjodaro in the Larkana district of Sind.  

             As both the sites belonged to the Indus Valley, this civilisation came to be called the Indus Valley  

             Civilisation. 

 

2. Name the different sites of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 

      Ans: The different sites of the Indus Valley Civilisation are Lothal, Kalibangan, Banawali, Sutkagendor,  

              Alamgirpur and Dholavira. 

3. Describe the town planning and drainage system of the Indus Valley Civilisation.  

      Ans:  The cities of Harappa and Mohenjodaro were divided into two parts. The upper part has been 

               described as the ‘Citadel’ or the ‘Acropolis’. It had high walls which provided protection against 

               floods. Many public building like the granaries, and religious buildings were built there. The lower 

               part was much bigger and contained the houses and workplaces of the common people. All the  

               buildings were built of burnt bricks. 

  The Drainage system of the Harappan cities was incredible. The rooms had sloping floors and               

had drains which were connected to the street drains. The street drains were covered with stone 

slabs or bricks. The drains were cleaned regularly. It shows that people of the Indus  Valley were 

conscious of hygiene and sanitation. 



 

4. Describe the Great Bath. Where has it been found? What was it used for? 

Ans: The Great Bath is a rectangular structure resembling a swimming pool. It is a beautiful  

          brickwork discovered at Mohenjodaro. It measures 11.88*7.01 metres and is 2.43 metres  

          deep. It had six entrances, a central bathing pool, galleries and dressing rooms. It was  

          perhaps used for religious bathing. 

  

5. Describe the religion of Indus Valley Civilisation. 

    Ans:  The Harappan people worshipped trees and animals. Pipal tree was regarded as sacred. 

             A three- faced figure surrounded by a tiger, a rhinoceros, a buffalo and an elephant is also 

             found. This is the earliest representation of Lord Shiva as “Pashupati”. 

6. Name the three social classes of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 

    Ans:  The three social classes of the Indus Valley Civilisation are:- 

(a) The ruling class which consist of rich merchants and the priests. 

(b) The second class consist of small merchants, artisans and craftsmen. 

(c)  The third class consist of labourers. 

7. What were the probable causes which could have brought about an abrupt end to the Indus Valley 

Civilisation? 

Ans: Historians do not know the real cause of the fall of the civilisation but some writers believe that 

the Harappan cities were destroyed by the invaders. Others believe that natural calamities like floods, 

earthquakes could have brought an abrupt end to the civilisation. 

 

V. The people of the Indus Valley Civilisation (Give reasons in support of your answer) 

(a) Carried on trade with Mesopotamia- As Mesopotamian seals have been found in the Harappan 

cities.  Therefore, they carried trade with Mesopotamians. 

(b) Produced surplus grains- the people grew crops such as wheat, rice, mustard, sesame and barley. 

Hence we can say they produce surplus grains. 

(c) Had an idea of metallurgy-  Bronze had been discovered by the people of the Indus valley Civilisation. 

The bronze smiths mixed copper and tin to form the alloy-bronze. Many bronze statues have been 

found during excavations. Therefore, we can say they had an idea of metallurgy. 



VI. Picture study  

 

 

 

  

 

a. Identify the picture. 

    Ans: Drainage system of the Indus Valley Civilization 

b. Describe its features. 

    Ans:  (i) The rooms had sloping floors and had drains which were connected to the street drains. 

              (ii) The street drains were covered with stone slabs or bricks and had manholes at regular intervals. 

             (iii) The kitchen, too, had drains. 

c. How can we say that the people of the Indus Valley Civilisation had a good sense of cleanliness? 

Ans: The drains were cleaned regularly and the main drains were emptied outside the city. This shows 

that people of the Indus Valley were conscious of hygiene and sanitation and had a sense of 

cleanliness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


